
1st Sgt. Alfred Ransbottom, Co. K, 97th OH Infantry, USA 

 

1831 Alfred Ransbottom was born in Delaware County, OH. 

 

1850 Sep 16: The US Federal Census enumerated in Muskingum County, OH showed Alfred 

Ransbottom at eighteen years old employed as a potter. He lived in the household of a 

man named John Horr. John Horr was a farmer with a wife and seven children. 

 

1858 Apr 21: Alfred Ransbottom married Ruth Wickham in Muskingum County, OH. 

 

1860 Aug 6: The US Federal Census enumerated in Muskingum County, OH listed Alfred 

Ransbottom as a twenty eight year old man and the head of his household. He lived with 

his wife Ruth and a three month old son named William. Two households before Alfred 

is John Horr and his family. 

 

1862 Aug 11: Enlisted in the US Army in Muskingum County, OH. 

 

Sep 2: Mustered into Co. K, 97th OH Infantry as a corporal. 

 

1863 Mar 5: Promoted to Sergeant, Co. K, 97th OH Infantry. 

 

May 10: Promoted to 1st Sergeant, Co. K, 97th OH Infantry. 

 

1864 Nov 30: The 97th OH Infantry was heavily engaged at the Battle of Franklin. This 

regiment was part of Col. John Lane’s brigade of Gen. George Wagner’s Division.Lane’s 

brigade was in position in front of the main body of the Federal Army and its exposed 

position led Confederate Gen. John Bell Hood to order an attack there that sought to 

force these men back into their own comrades’ field of fire. The Confederate attack 

succeeded and the 97th OH was sent streaming back towards the main line. However 

they were nowhere near out of danger. They were in between attacking rebels and 

friendly defenders that needed to return fire. Somehow in the maelstrom breaking out 

around the Carter farm, 1st Sgt. Alfred Ransbottom saw a Confederate battle flag through 

the smoke, seized the colors, and jumped back to safety. The 97th OH continued fighting 

until the Confederate attack was called off. They moved north that night for Nashville. 

 

1865 Feb 4: 1st Sgt. Alfred Ransbottom was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for 

bravery in the face of the enemy and capturing an enemy battle flag. 

 

1870 Aug 12: The US Federal Census enumerated in Perry County, OH listed Alfred as a thirty 

eight year old potter that lived with his wife, two sons, and two daughters. 

 

1880 Jun 15: The US Federal Census enumerated in Perry County, OH found Alfred 

Ransbottom as forty eight years old. He was employed as a potter and lived with his wife 

Ruth, one daughter, and five sons. 

 

TK2021 



1885 Dec 1: The 97th OH Infantry’s battle flag had been captured by the 24th SC Infantry 

during the Battle of Franklin. Post-war, correspondence began between leaders of these 

regiments and the 97th OH asked to have their flag returned. Ellison Capers, formerly 

commander of the 24th SC Infantry, agreed and in 1885 members of the 24th SC traveled 

north to return the colors. It is an excellent story emblematic of the shared feeling of 

wanting to embrace the unity of the country still feeling the effects of the war. 
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1890 The Veterans’ Schedule of the US Census enumerated that year listed Alfred Ransbottom 

in Muskingum County, OH.  

 

1893 Apr 14: Alfred Ransbottom died in Hamilton County, OH. He was buried in the Roseville 

Cemetery in Roseville, OH. 

 

1 The Times Recorder, Zanesville, OH, Dec 1, 1885, pg. 1. 
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2 findagrave.com/user/Don Morfe 
3 The Atwood Patriot, Atwood, Kansas, Jun 9, 1893, pg. 1. 
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4 The Times Recorder, Zanesville, Ohio, Oct 6, 1919, pg. 7. 
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5 The Times Recorder, Zanesville, Ohio, May 16, 1976, pg. 41. 
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