
Arthur MacArthur Jr., Major, F& S,  24th WI Infantry, USA 

 

1845 June 2: MacArthur was born in Springfield, MA to Arthur and  

Aurelia MacArthur. His father Arthur, was a Scottish immigrant born  

in Glasgow.  

 

1850 August 29: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Milwaukee, WI  

showed the McArthur family living most likely at a boarding house. 

Arthur was five-years-old and his father was a lawyer. 

 

1856-58 Arthur MacArthur Sr., a democrat, served as Governor and Lt.  

Governor of Wisconsin. 

 

1860 June 5: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Milwaukee,  

Milwaukee County, WI showed fifteen year old Arthur, living with his  

parents and brother. His father, Arthur Sr., was a circuit judge. 

 

1862 August 4: At barely seventeen years old MacArthur enlisted in the  

U.S. Army and mustered into the 24th WI Infantry. He was  

immediately promoted to Lieutenant. His father, as a former 

Governor of Wisconsin and current judge, secured him the 

commission as an officer. 

 

1863 January 27:  
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1 Semi-Weekly Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI, Tuesday, 27 Jan 1863, pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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November 25: MacArthur fought at the Battle of Missionary Ridge.  

During the battle he heroically ran with the regiments flag and  

planted it on the crest of the ridge to encourage his comrades. For 

this, he was awarded a Congressional Medal of Honor. 

 

1864 January 2: Promoted to Major. 

 

November 10: MacArthur’s mother died in Milwaukee, WI.  

 

November 30: Fought at the Battle of Franklin. He was wounded  

 

three times, the worst wound in the chest. His regiment fought in the 

Carter yard to push the Confederates back when the U.S. 

entrenchment was breached.  

 

1865 April 12: On the same day that General Lee surrendered, General  

Emerson Opdycke wrote a letter to Secretary of War, E. M. Stanton  

recommending MacArthur for further military service “He is a true 

soldier and a sterling man..” 
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May 18: Promoted to Lt. Colonel of the 24th WI Infantry. 

 

1866 February 23: MacArthur attempted civilian life, but found he  

preferred the military. He re-enlisted in the U.S. Army. He mustered  

in as a Lieutenant. 

 

July 28: Promoted to Captain. 

 

1875 Married Mary Pinkney Hardy. 

 

2 fold3.com/Letters Received/MacArthur 
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1880 June 8: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Little Rock, Pulaski  

County, AR showed Arthur, an officer, and Mary living with their  

three small sons: Arthur Jr, Malcolm and Doulass. 

 

1889 July 21: Promoted to Major (Regular Army.) 

 

1896 May 26: Promoted to Lt. Colonel, the rank he held during the Civil  

War. 

 

1898 May 27: Promoted to Brigadier General.  

 

(abt)Family photos: MacArthur, wife Mary and son Douglas in his  

West Point. 

uniform.  
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1900 July 1: The U.S. Federal Census Military and Naval Population record  

enumerated in Manila, Philippines shows Arthur MacArthur, a Major  

General living on a military base. 

3 Photo source/public domain (accessed ancestry.com) 
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1909 MacArthur retired from the military as a Lieutenant General. 

 

1910 April 22: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Milwaukee,  

Milwaukee County, WI showed Arthur, a retired military officer,  

living with his wife Mary. 

 

1912 September 5: Died while giving a speech at a reunion for the 24th WI  

Infantry. He was buried at Arlington National Cemetery. 
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4 findagrave.com/user/Farmboy 
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5 The Post-Crescent, Appleton, WI, Friday,6 Sep 1912, pg. 1 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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