
Austin Ewell Stebbins, Sergeant, Co. D, 88 IL Infantry, USA

1844 January 26: Born to Abdiel and Julia Ewell Stebbins in in Marseilles, La Salle

County, IL.

1850 August 24: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in LaSalle County, IL

showed Austin lived with his parents and siblings. His father’s occupation was

listed as a farmer.

“Austin E. Stebbins was raised on a farm, receiving very little school and having

few advantages, as was the lot of most farmer boys in those days.”
1

1860 June 27: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in LaSalle County, IL

showed Austin lived with his mother and siblings. He is listed as a student in

school.

1862 August 5: Enlisted in the U.S. Army and mustered into Company D, 88 Illinois

Infantry in Chicago, IL as a Corporal.

“In 1862, he enlisted in the 88th Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and served through

the war, his company taking part in nearly all the battles that were fought in

Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia, being with Sherman on his march

to the sea.”
2

August 27: Mustered into the Infantry. Rank changed to Sergeant.

1863 January 27: Account from the Battle of Murfreesboro, TN regarding his regiment.

2 ditto

1 Greenlee, Ralph Stebbins, 1838-, and Robert Lemuel Greenlee. The Stebbins
Genealogy. Chicago, Ill.: Priv. print. [M. A. Donohue & company], 1904, pg. 875
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October 14: List of Casualties within the 88 IL following Lookout Mountain, TN.

4

1864 November 30: Austin fought at the Battle of Franklin. Fourth Corp,

Wager’s Division, Opdycke’s Brigade. At some point during the battle, Austin

4 Newspapers.com,Chicago Tribune,October, 14,1863.Page 2

3 Chicago Tribune, 04 Feb 1863, Wed, Pg.2.
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lost his journal on the field. The journal was picked up by a Confederate soldier

named Alfred Hinson. It stayed with Alfred until the end of the war. He

continued to make entries where Austin left off. It remained in Alfred’s family

until 2023, when the journal was donated to the Atlanta Historical Society.

1865 June 9: Mustered out of the US Infantry in Nashville, TN.

“After the war, Mr. Stebbins went to Nebraska, where he lived for five years.”
5

1867 February 5: Austin married Lydia Wiley in La Salle County, IL.

1870 August 30: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Gage County, NE showed

Austin lived with his wife and two year old son. His occupation was listed as a

farmer.

1877 “In 1877 he removed to Florida, and from there went to California. After living

there two years he returned to Florida, where he expects to spend the remainder

of his days. Mr. Stebbins is a successful dealer in real estate, making a specialty

of orange groves.”
6

1891 February 20: Austin appears in a newspaper in FL.

7

7 Newspapers.com,The Polk County News - 20 Feb 1891 - Page 2
6 ditto
5 ditto
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Florida Home of Austin Stebbins

1894 February 16: Austin had a large hand in developing Manatee, FL.

8

1897 January 21: An article was written about Austin’s life in the The Weekly Tribune,

Tampa, FL.

8 Newspapers.com - The Weekly Tribune - 16 Feb 1894 - Page 1
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August 30: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Manatee County, FL showed

Austin lived with his wife and two sons. His occupation was listed as a Real

Estate Agent.

1910 April 18: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Hillsborough County, FL

showed Austin lived with his wife, son, Gilbert, and his daughter in law, Pearl.

His occupation was listed as a Real Estate Agent.

1920 February 7: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Pasco County, FL

showed Austin lived with his wife, Olivia. His occupation was listed as the

President of the Zephyrhills Laboratory Company.

1925 February 24: Austin passed away in Pasco County, FL. He is buried in Oakside

Cemetery.

9Newspapers.com - The Weekly Tribune - 21 Jan 1897 - Page 3
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10 Photo taken by Eileen Hunter (accessed on findagrave.com)

JP2023


