
Maxwell Baker, Private, Co. A, 35 Indiana Infantry, US

1847 February 13: Maxwell Baker was born in Brookville, IN to Oliver and Catherina

Brown Baker.

1850 November 15: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Highland, Franklin

County, IN showed three-year-old Maxwell living with his parents and siblings.

His father, Oliver, was listed as a farmer.

“Maxwell Baker was reared on his father's farm in Brookville township. Oliver

Baker, his father, was a farmer timber cutter and large land owner in

Brookville township. He was an active worker in the Christian church as was

his wife. Fourteen children were born to Oliver Baker and wife four boys and

ten girls.”
1

1860 July 5: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Brookville, Franklin County

showed thirteen-year-old Maxwell living with his parents and siblings.

1864 October 15: Enlisted in the U.S. Army as a substitute and mustered into Co. A of

the 35 Indiana Infantry.

“He enlisted in September 1864 as a member of Company A Thirty fifth

Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry and served until the close of the war He

engaged in the battles of Franklin and Nashville and after the close of the war

returned to his home in this county.”
2

1865 September 30: Mustered out of the U.S. Army.

“Baker bought a small farm after returning from the war upon which he lived

for four years”
3

1869 October 9: Married Anna Mary Minneman in Franklin, IN.

1870 July 1: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Brookville, Franklin County, IN

showed the newly married Maxwell and Anna living next door to her parents

Henry and Sophia and three of her siblings (including future wife, Margaret.)

3 ditto
2 ditto

1 Reifel, August Jacob. History of Franklin County, Indiana: Her People, Industries, and Institutions : with
Biographical Sketches of Representative Citizens and Genealogical Records of Old Families. United
States, Windmill Publications, 1915.
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Wife, Anna, died at some point between 1870-1873, leaving two infant children.

1873 July 15: Married his sister-in-law Margaret Elizabeth Minneman in Franklin, IN.

Five months later their first child, William, was born.

“In 1873 he moved to Brookville and engaged in the mercantile business At

different times he owned a dry goods store a grocery store and a clothing store

remaining in mercantile pursuits until 1908 when he retired from active work.”
4

1880 June 3: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Brookville, Franklin County, TN

showed Maxwell, a saloon keeper, and Margaret living with their three young

children: William, Anna and Emmet.

1895 “In 1895 Maxwell Baker was elected trustee of Brookville township and held this

position until 1900 He has also very acceptably served as assessor of his

township For four years he was in the United States revenue service serving in

this capacity under Cleveland's first administration He is an active worker in

the Christian church as is his wife and he is now a trustee of the denomination”
5

1899 May 10: Maxwell and Margaret’s daughter, Anna, (named after his first wife and

her sister)...the following obit was in the newspaper.

5 ditto
4 ditto

KF2023



6

1900 June 13: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Brookville, Franklin County, IN

showed Maxwell and Margaret living with a house full of their children, ages

4-21.

1904 Voted as a school trustee.

7

7 The Brookville Democrat, Brookville, IN, THursday, 16 Jun 1904, pg. 1 (accessed newspapers.com)
6 The Brookville Democrat, Brookville, IN, Thursday, 18 May 1899, pg. 1 (accessed newspapers.com)
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1905 May 30: Baker’s father, Oliver, died and he traveled to Muncie to attend the

funeral.

8

1906 Baker resigned as school trustee for the town of Brookville.

1910 April 24: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Brookville, Franklin, IN showed

a retired Maxwell and Margaret living with four of their children.

9

9 The Brookville Democrat, Brookville, IN, Thursday, 3 Dec 1914, pg. 4 (accessed newspapers.com)
8 The Brookville Democrat, Brookville, IN, Thursday, 1 Jun 1905, pg. 8 (accessed newspapers.com)
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1917 June 8: Maxwell Baker died and was buried in Maple Grove Cemetery in Indiana.

10

10 The Brookville Democrat, Brookville, IN, Thursday, 21 Jun 1917, pg. 5 (accessed newspapers.com)
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