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Alexander C. Calhoun, Private, Co. B, 12 LA Infantry, CS

1842 April 5: Alexander Clark Calhoun was born in Troup County, GA to John C. and

Elizabeth Davidson Calhoun.

1850 September 18: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Troup County, GA showed

eight-year-old Alexander C. living with his parents and younger siblings. His

father was a South Carolinian planter owning $2,000 in real estate. The Calhoun

family owned three slaves.

1860 August 6: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Claiborne Parish, LA showed

eighteen-year-old A.C. living with his parents and siblings. His father now owned

$10,000 in real estate. Calhoun was a student. The Calhoun family owned ten

slaves.

1861 September 21: Enlisted in the C.S. Army, and mustered into Co. B, 12 LA Infantry

in Columbus, KY.

1864 July 2: Sent to hospital sick by order of surgeon.

November 30: Calhoun’s regiment was in William Loring’s division crossing

Carnton’s borders and taking immense artillery fire from the U.S. Army. Calhoun

was wounded twice.
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His wounds must not have been severe, as he participated in

the Battle of Nashville two weeks later.
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1865 April: Listed on a Prisoner of War roll as being paroled at Greensboro, N.C. with

his regiment.

1870 July 11: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Claiborne Parish showed

Alexander, a school teacher, living with his parents and siblings. His father’s

value in real estate has decreased to only $4,000. Interestingly, there is a

twelve-year-old Black girl named Lucy Calhoun living with them listed as

“indentured.”

1880 June 4: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Baton Rouge, Baton Rouge

Parish, LA showed A.C., a school teacher, living with W.N. and Mary Goodale.

Mary was a school teacher as well.

1881-1882 Calhoun served as “secretary to the president” of the Louisiana State

Agricultural and Mechanical College.
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1885 Calhoun was a strong advocate of temperance.  He served as a delegate on the

State Prohibition Executive Committee, which held their first state convention in

1885.
4

1886 June: Several newspapers noted Calhoun was on a railroad committee.
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Calhoun made a trek from Louisiana to Nashville, TN to attend an event at

Vanderbilt University, among other business. You can track his movement by his

hotel stays listed in the newspaper. Sep 7: City Hotel, Shreveport, LA, Sep 22:

Deming House Hotel, Little Rock, AR, Sep 30: Maxwell House Hotel, Nashville,

TN.
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While in Nashville, Calhoun led some Vanderbilt students in a study of the

battlefields at Franklin and Nashville, both of which he participated in. There was

a stop made at Carnton, which visit by Calhoun was noted in the McGavock

Confederate Cemetery book.
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1888-1889 Calhoun served as “recording secretary” for the Louisiana Educational

Association. His sister, Mrs. T.S. Sligh, was editor. Calhoun was a resident of

Rayville and his sister Ruston.
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1891 Calhoun was a professor at Ruston College.
9

Photo of Calhoun, his sister Mary Upton and her family. (c.1894)
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1893 A biographical sketch of Calhoun appeared in a local newspaper.
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1900 June 22: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Claiborne Parish, LA showed

Alexander, a school teacher, living with his brother John and his family. John

Calhoun was a physician with a large family.

1905 September 27: Alexander Clark Calhoun died and was buried at Mansfield City

Cemetery in Desoto Parish, LA. He was buried in the same cemetery as his sister

Adella Sligh.
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