
Holt Collier

Enslaved by Howell Hinds

Served Thomas Hinds and Several other soldiers

9th TX Cavalry

1848 (abt) born in Jefferson County, Mississippi to Harrison and Daphney Collier,

house slaves of the Hinds family.
1

1853 Howell Hinds brought Holt Collier from Jefferson County to his plantation, Plum

Ridge, in Washington County, MS.
2

“Howell Hinds was much given to sports of

the race course and of hunting large game. In the latter, he trained two of his

slaves, Marshall and Holt Collier, to become experts.”
3

1861 Holt was taken to war in the winter of the first year of war. He was initially with

Thomas Hinds, who was a Lieutenant in a battery.

1862 April 6 & 7: Holt was wounded in the ankle at the Battle of Shiloh. He indicated

such in his Confederate Indigent Servant Pension application.

1864 November 30: Served the 9th TX Cavalry during the Battle

of Franklin.

1868 July 1: Holt married Rose Smith in Washington County, MS.

1870 August 20: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Washington County, MS

showed a 21-year-old Holt Collie living in close proximity to Thomas Hinds, a

planter. Rose Smith, Holt’s wife was in the household next door. Both Holt and

Rose were listed as farm hands. They are not listed as being married, although

their marriage record stated they had been married for two years by this point!

Holt’s parents and some of his siblings were living in households surrounding

him as well.
4

4 It’s interesting the absence of order in the document. The census enumerator appeared to write names
without any semblance of family unit or household

3 Memoirs of Henry Tillinghast Ireys, Chapter seven:Post-war recollections, image 289 (accessed
newspapers.com) Marshall Collier was born abt 1838 and was most likely Holt Collier’s brother. Marshall
had a son he named Holt as well.

2 The Delta Democrat-Times, Greenville, MS, Friday, 25 Feb 1944, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com)
1 Source:Holt Collier National Wildlife Refuge | About Us | U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (fws.gov)
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1877

5

1879 Accomplished hunter, Holt Collier shot the bear.

6

1880 June 23: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Washington County, MS

showed Holt, a farm laborer, and his wife Rose living with their three children.

Living in the home next to the Holt family was the household of Thomas Hinds.

1881 Howell shot and killed an alleged murderer who was “resisting arrest.” Holt was

sent out by local White lawmen almost vigilante style. They knew he could hunt,

and they knew he didn’t miss and they took advantage of his skill.

6 The Weekly Democrat-Times, Greenville, MS, Sat, 23 Aug 1879, pg. 1 (accessed newspapers.com)
5 The Weekly Democrat-Times, Greenville, MS, Sat, 25 Aug 1877, pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com)
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1902 November:

Holt Collier made the front page of newspapers all over the county for

serving as a hunting guide for President Teddy Roosevelt.

9

A journalist wrote about the hunt for a hunting journal in 1903. Holt very clearly

understood the world around him and what was necessary for not only survival

but success. He called himself a “white man’s negro.”

“....the memory of the long talks around the camp-fire at night, when

Collier, sitting apart, as he felt that a dependent should, but speaking simply

and fearlessly, as became one who knew, despite his color, he was no less of a

man than any of the officials or planters or lawyers or brokers about him, told

the wonderful story of his life as a ‘white man’s negro’--how at white men’s

bidding he had killed white men and had gone unscathed; how he had met

9 Photo found online on multiple sites, no original source noted.
8 The Louisiana Sugar-Bowl, New Iberia, LA, Thu, 14 Jul 1881, Pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com)
7 The Times, Shreveport, LA, Tue, 12 Jul 1881, pg. 1 (accessed newspapers.com)
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Union soldiers in hand-to-hand conflict; how he fought off a band of vigilantes

that had planned to take his life without just cause.”
10

1904 April 24: Married Frances Perkins in Washington County, MS.

1905 Holt Collier and his hunting skills were boasted about in the newspaper.

11

1906 When Holt Collier applied for a Confederate pension from the state of

Mississippi, former soldiers spoke up for him. He however was not applying for

the pension of a soldier, he was applying for the pension of an “indigent servant

of a soldier.” This is a very important distinction that was made crystal clear. To

get a pension as a servant it had to be proven that you had been a “loyal,” and

“well behaved” negro during and since the war. This is very clearly illustrated in

the following document “I know him to be as brave as any living man, not only

loyal to the cause, but to the whites ever since, and during our most trying

ordeal, ‘Reconstruction.’”

11 The Chattanooga News, Chattanooga, TN, Sat, 14 Jan 1905, pg. 4 (accessed newspapers.com)
10 Denison, Lindsay, President Roosevelt’s Mississippi Bear Hunt
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12

1907 Holt Collier again served as hunting guide for President Roosevelt.

1910 April 21: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Greenville, Washington County,

MS showed Holt, general game hunter, and Frances, a dressmaker living in their

own home, free from mortgage. Frances could read and write but Holt could not.

12 Mississippi Department of Archives and History
(https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/osa/s1201/collier-combest/detail/390454#dtop)
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1920 January 2: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Greenville, Washington

County, MS showed Holt, a huntsman, and Frances living in a rented home.

1926 On two occasions Holt Collier served as an hunting guide for President Roosevelt.

He told the tale in the following article.

13

1930 April 10:  The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Greenville, Washington

County, MS showed a retired Holt, living with his wife and a lodger. Holt owned

his own home valued at $3,500. Interestingly, it was indicated on the census that

Holt was a veteran of the Civil War. Holt saw himself as a former soldier,

13 The Commercial Appeal, Memphis, TN, Sun, 17 Jan 1926, pg. 5 (accessed newspapers.com)
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although the Confederate government nor the Confederate Army ever

acknowledged him as such.

1936 March: Holt was listed on the pension rolls in the newspaper as receiving

$23.25.
14

August 1: Holt Collier died in Greenville, MS.

15

16

17

18

19

19 The Anniston Star, Anniston, AL, Mon, 3 Aug 1936, pg. 1 (accessed newspapers.com)
18 The Town Talk, Alexandria, LA, Mon, 3 Aug 1936, pg. 10 (accessed newspapers.com)
17 The Bunkie Record, Bunkie, LA, Fri 7 Aug 1936, pg. 4 (accessed newspapers.com)
16 The Commercial Appeal, Memphis, TN, Tue, 4 Aug 1936, pg. 11 (accessed newspapers.com)
15 The Commercial Appeal, Memphis, TN, Sun, 9 Aug 1936, pg. 46 (accessed newspapers.com)
14 The Weekly Democrat-Times, Greenville, MS, Thurs, 14 May 1936, pg, 3 (accessed newspapers.com)
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