
William Curry

(abt)1825-1892

Enslaved at Rippa Villa

1822 (abt) William Henry Curry was born in Nashville, TN to Robert B. Curry and his

slave Sallie.
1

1840 Here is an example of the U.S. Census in 1840. Only the free head of household

was listed by name. All other people living at the location were enumerated as

slash marks by race, gender and age. William Henry would have been one of the

four 10 to 24 year old male slaves listed.

2

2 1840 U.S. Federal Census, (accessed ancestry.com)
1 Parents names taken from Freedmen Bank application.
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1849 William’s father and owner, Robert died. The following mention that

eighteen-year-old Henry was given to his son Richard in 1841. Henry’s value was

given as $700.00.

3

***Between 1841 1849, Nat Cheairs became the owner of William Henry Curry.

We know that Henry’s daughter Ellen was born about 1849, so William had to be

at Rippa Villa by that time. Margaret McKissack was owned by Nat’s wife Susan.

It can be assumed that Henry and Margaret were married during this time.

Margaret was not Ellen’s mother.

1873 June 22: William Henry Curry opened a Freedmen’s Bank account. His

application listed his parents, siblings, spouse and his child. He also listed his

occupation and employer. He was a steward on “Ella Hughes” and he was

employed by Dix and Company. Interestingly the previous year, his wife Margaret

had opened her own Freedman’s bank account and she listed she was a

chambermaid and she lived on “Ella Hughes.” Her employer was listed as Wm.

Dix. Ella Hughes was a steamship that was launched in 1867 and captained by

William Dix. The absence of William and Margaret on the 1870 US Federal

Census is most likely due to the fact that they lived on the steamship and weren’t

enumerated.

3 Tennessee, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1779-2008(accessed ancestry.com)
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***William Henry and Margaret gave up steamboat life and moved to Spring Hill,

near her family. William worked as a carpenter.

1878 January 22: N.F. Cheairs sold a plot of land to William Curry in the town of

Spring Hill on Mt. Carmel Rd.
6

6 Curry, William, Land Deed, Book C-3, pg 411, Deed #1250, Maury County Archives
5 Curry, William Henry, U.S. Freedman’s Bank Records, 1865-1874 (accessed ancestry.com)
4
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Beers Map of Maury County: William’s property is circled.

7

1880 June 3: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Spring Hill, Maury County, TN

showed William Curry, a carpenter, and his wife Margaret living in their own

home. Neither William nor Margaret could read or write.

1883 February: William Curry provided a witness account for Nancy Cheairs. Her son

Richard Foster had been a US soldier who died in service. She was applying for a

pension, as a dependent. William Curry stated: “I was the slave of Maj Nat

Cheairs at the time of the breaking out of the rebellion whose residence is near

Spring Hill, Maury Co, Tennessee. I am well acquainted with the claimant

7 https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3963m.la000876/
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Nancy Cheairs, have known her for about 22 years, who was also a slave of Maj

Nat Cheairs.”
8

1892 March 7: William’s will, written on February 16, 1886 was probated. He left his

estate to his wife Margaret, his daughter Ellen and his great granddaughter Julia

Stanley. Ellen and Julia would split their inheritance after Margaret died. His

nephew Milton McKissack
9

9 Milton was the son of Margaret’s sister Malinda.
8 Foster, Richard-Nancy Cheairs, US Pension Application, NARA

KF2023


