
Edward Wolever, Private, Co. D, 112th IL Infantry, USA 
 
1835 Jul 31: Edward Wolever was born in NJ to parents John and Margaret Wolever. 
 
1850 Oct 4: The US Federal Census enumerated in Peoria County, IL listed Edward Wolever 

at fifteen years old. His father John was listed as a farmer. 
 
1854 Dec 25: Edward married Cordelia Smith in Rock Island, IL. 
 

1855 Jan 3: 1 
 
1860 Jul 2: The US Federal Census enumerated in Warren County, NJ listed Edward Wolever 

as a twenty year old man employed as a laborer. He lived in the household of a man 
named John Myers who was listed as a lawyer. 

 
1862 Aug 9: Enlisted in the US Army at Cambridge, IL. 
 

Sep 20: Mustered into Co. D, 112th IL Infantry as a private. He was twenty seven years 
old. 

 
1864 Nov 30: Edward Wolever fought with the 112th IL Infantry at the Battle of Franklin. This 

regiment was part of Col. Israel Stiles’ brigade in Gen. Cox’s division. They were in 
reserve behind the troops on the main line of intrenchments that ran south and wrapped 
west towards the Columbia Pike. Cox’s line held firm so when the Confederate attack 
broke through the central part of the line, the 112th was ordered to move towards the 
breakthrough and help deal with this problem. They fought tenaciously and repulsed the 
attackers. Pvt. Edward Wolever was wounded in action and taken north to Nashville for 
better treatment. 

 
Dec 6: Less than a week later, reporters from northern papers had descended on 
Nashville hungry for news of the latest campaign for their readers. One of these men 
interviewed Edward Wolever in hospital no. 8 and Edward’s account of the battle is 
terrific. He describes taking a prisoner at the end of his account. 

1 The Rock Island Weekly Argus, Rock Island, Illinois, Wednesday, January 3, 1855, pg. 1. 
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1865 May 10: Pvt. Edward Wolever discharged from the 112th IL Infantry due to wounds 
received in the Battle of Franklin.  

 
1870 Jul 16: The US Federal Census enumerated in Clarke County, IA showed Edward 

Wolever as the head of the household. He was thirty six years old employed as a 
blacksmith. He lived with his wife Delia and their four children. 

 
1873 Edward married Eliza Jane Clark. Edward and Delia had divorced presumably. Eliza was 

previously married but her husband was a soldier in the 18th IA Infantry and she was 
widowed in 1862.  

 
1880 Jun 3: The US Federal Census enumerated in Henry County, IL listed Edward Wolever 

as a forty six year old blacksmith. He lived with his wife Eliza and their three daughters. 
 
1900 Jun 12: The US Federal Census enumerated in Erie, IL listed Edward Wolever at sixty 

four years old. He was listed as a blacksmith but also noted as being out of work for four 
months. He lived with his wife Eliza. 

 
1903 Jan 23: Edward Wolever passed away in Erie, IL. He was buried in the Erie Cemetery. 
 

2 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, Tuesday, December 6, 1864, pg. 2. 
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