Frank Carter
1856-1907
Enslaved at the Carter House

1856 January 2: Born in slavery, to Andrew Jackson “Jack” and Calfurnia “Callie” Parrish
Carter in Franklin, Williamson County, Tennessee on the farm of Fountain Branch
Carter.

1860 June 26: The United States Federal Census-Slave Schedule enumerated in Williamson
County, TN showed Fountain Branch Carter owning twenty-eight slaves. There was only
one four year old male listed, which was likely Frank.
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"Nashville Banner,Nashville, Tennessee, 10 Apr 1907, Wed, Pg. 10
2The 1860 United States Federal Census-Slave Schedule (accessed on ancestry.com)
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June 21: The United States Federal Census enumerated in Williamson County, TN
showed Frank lived with his parents and siblings, Charles, Sarah, Petronella, and Harris.
His father’s occupation was listed as farmer and had a value of personal estate in the
amount of $500.00.3 Frank’s occupation was listed as farmhand.

The Common School records for District 9 in Williamson County listed Black parents
and how many children they had attending school in the district. Jack Carter was listed
as having four children in school. Frank would have been one of those children.*

June 2: The United States Federal Census enumerated in Davidson County, TN
showed Frank living with his wife Martha. His occupation was listed as waiter.

The Nashville City Directory showed Frank and his brother Horace worked together as
waiters at 11 N Cherry St.

November 10: Frank’s brother Horace died from Congestive Fever. He was buried at Mt.
Arayat.

April 6: Frank Carter and Martha Petway had a son, Frank Carter, Jr. in Nashville,
Davidson County, TN.

Frank Carter was listed in the Nashville City Directory. He worked for A Hemphill & Co.
as a waiter.

January 1: The Tennessee, U.S., Enumeration of Male Voters listed Frank, thirty-two
years old, as a male voter in Davidson County.

3 $500 in 1870 is equal to abt $11,000 today.
4 Williamson County Historical Society Journal, No. 31 2000, pg. 166
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February 16: Frank was mentioned in The Tennessean Newspaper. Apparently, there
were two Frank Carter’s living in Nashville and the other gentleman seemed to get
himself into trouble often.

)i
WIHERE ARE TWO OF 'EM.
b)Y

¥Frank Carter, the Wife Beater, Is Not the
8 Only Frank,

o hygr, !hnkcuhr,thohﬂ t and shin-
r gentleman of color, who waits on
&n l Willlams' customers on the
of Deaderick and the Square, is

not &o lndlvldul -ntlanod days

since in whose
mnldd adu Iunlfutﬂl th:':a-

. severe n
it P O Byl o

bas often been annoyed by the evil
do.dcel this disreputable Frank who

tron; for tless thinking
there is only one Frank Carter extant,
-h lh a burden and hurt his feel-
ng heartless allusions to the

ud' of lho miscreant double. -

1892 The Nashville City Directory listed:
Carter, Frank (c), porter, h 417 S Cherry.

1893 The Nashville City Directory listed:
Carter, Frank (c), porter, 210 N Cherry, h S Cherry nr Broad.

1894 The Nashville City Directory listed:
Carter, Frank (c), wks, 210 114 S Front,, h Kirkman nr S Cherry.

1895 The Nashville City Directory listed:
Carter, Frank (c), porter, 210 N Cherry, h Kirkman cor S Cherry..

February 17: Frank worked as a Porter at a saloon in Nashville called the Climax. He
was a witness in the Murder trail of Tim M. Hanifin vs. Alex Barthell that took place at
the saloon.

MGTTE BAW BBY RUILY WA LMW sves sassee s

Negro Porter 'l‘éltl!lou

. Frank c"ter. ‘colored, the’ next witness
called, testified that he ‘was a porter at
the Climax salogn and was fhero the night
of - the - killing.  Saw~ Barthell talking "to
Hanlfin in the bar-room and saw him try’
to read somo paper to Hanlfin; the latter
called him (Barthell) a'*'ddmn |cound.rel"
twice; Hanifin. started toward Barthell,
and Lucas went: from,behlnd the bar and
caught him, pushing him bagk into the
pool-room. Barthell; left, but cama back
almost Immediately; _henrd him "fay to
Pat Duggan, *“I"have treated-him-(mean-
ing Hunlfin) nlce, and I'm golng to take
him to jall;" witness did not go back Into
the pool-room, but heard the shot almost
immediately after Barthell got hack into
the room.

Upon - cross-examination - Cular sald
Hanlfin appeared mad and repeated that he
(Hanifin) had cl.ﬂod the defendant a damn
scoundrel twice..:, - - . [ . 6

5 The Tennessean,Nashville, Tennessee,16 Feb 1891, Mon, Pg. 2
® The Tennessean,Nashville, Tennessee,17 Feb 1897, Wed, Pg. 5

JP2022



February 21: Frank became a famous bear fighter under the name of Frank Wison. His
first fight was in Nashville and upon winning was rewarded $100.00 dollars.”

|FIGHTS BEARS IN A RIxG,

A COLORED GIANT WRO TACKLpg
RRUIN HAND TO HAND,

Frank Wilson Clatme Elghtvaix Vietapy
Over Bears, ITncinding Five Grizieg,
Mow Mo Flghta-Tha Champlon 1s 11y
Line~Behavior of Mears In the Riyg,

Nasuviie, Teon, Feb, 10 Frank Wiy
a colored man of glant slze, I known hereaboyy
as the bear fighter, He Is employed s nighy
porter In the Climax saloon, tie rendezvouy of
the men who follow the elreuls of the Southag
trotting and running races, which bring thepy
to Nashyllle four times every year. Iy ap,
pearance ls Indlcative of his profession, Acrosg
hisnose [s a great scar, & reminder of a heary
blow from & big brown bear. Thare arescary of
rips and gashes and scratohes on both sides of
his face, and his ears, neck, and scalp lheap
marks of his combats In tha arena. s grasy
hands and arms bear scars and marks of el
on hin left shoulder show where & bear tried 1y
bite a chunk out of him, He Ina Ligman phys
feally, being over six feet In helght and weighy
in ighting condition about 185 pounds. Thery

{s not an onnce of superfinous flesh upou him,

and though employed In a saloon, he nevep

tonches liquor of any sort,

7$100 in 1897 is equal to about $3,500 today!
JP2022

W g mte et b bruin occurred ffieey
yoars band of Italians came
through the eity, and, after making the heap
dance for the crowd, one of them offered §100
(o any man who would wrestle with or fight the
bear, & beast that tipped the scales ut 149
pounds, When the bear stooll upon his Ling
feet he was two feet taller than Wilson, wig
was Just 21 yenrs old, A erowd of race loreg
men and gamblers Induced Wilson to o up
againat the big bear. The flght came off on 4
plot of ground beyond Vanderbilt Unlversity,
where the Tennesses Centennial Exposition now
stands. A twenty-four-foot ring was thrown
up, and there were nearly 200 spectator. Tl
negro was to fight the pear with his fists until
he Lind aroused the beast Into a fighting humor,

Then he was to arm himself with & six.inch
leaden billy.

sk ok - aaa 4



"It was hard work to get the bear to atand o

lnltho ring at first, “’l?mu walked up to e u.:
and struck him a blow on the left side of |ig
head, followed by a punch In the short riba,
The r roaved with surprise and watclhed tie
negro cattiously, nod it was with difMenlty 1iag
Wilson found an opportunity torush up belind
him and piant two awift blows upon the ba k
of his head. This put bruin more than v ep
upon the defen-ive, and be sawung himseif
around to tu&\\’il-ﬂn from & repetition of 1ne
rear attack. Wilson rushed at the bear as if in
hit him vpon the head, and the bear reared 1o
meet the blow, Wilson ducked and delivered
a terrific punch upon the bear's breast, but as
hie leaped back ward to save himeelf the bear
struck him upon the neck, cutting several
gashes and knocking him forward right under
the animal's feet. Instead of following up

the wttack ot once the bear ralsed his

head further and roared. \Wilson crawled
awny and rose to his feet as the
bear (now echanging tacties), rushed upon
him. Thne negroducked and punched him again

inthe abdomen, and the bear howled and ran |
away., Wilson followed and was beating the |

bear over the nose and head, and victory seemeod
in his hands, when bruin's eourage arose and he
turned upon his torinentor with a roar and
struck him fuall In the face, aplitting his nose
and knocking him six feet away, The hear
ngain refusead to follow up his advantage,

ater was hurriedly thrown npon Wilson and

astimulant given him, and again be went atthe |

huge baast,

This first victory of Wilson made a nprofes
slon for him and has brought him considerable
money, Owhier negroes have iried to fight bears,
but have been lnﬁ:rluullt run out of the ring,
and \Wilson has come widely known asthe
“bear fighter."” Barnum heard of Nashville's
bear fighiter and seut an agent here to investl-
gate his prowess and ability. The agent was
skeptical ma to the negro's abllity to thrash a
bear, and doubted It so much that he bet $500
that Wilson couldn’t whlss rizzly. He had a
grizzly shipped Sonth, and the fight ended in
twenty minutea, The bear mnade but a faint
show of resistance ufter recelving a dozen ter.
rific whacks over his ears, and set up such a
bleating that he was carried from the ring.
Wilson afterward offered to flght any
hear In the world for a purse of
from $100 to $300. His sporting friends
backed him Lieavily, and during the yesrs of his
greatest activity won thousands of dollars
through him, Once the Sells Brothers' shows
came to Nashville, and a flght was arranged be-
tween Wilsan and oneof thelr blg bears, Lub
some one gave the managers a tip that Wilson
would whip the bear_in thirty minaotes, and
they took down the $1,000 they had putup
llvi’ng Wilson 850 forfeit. Wilson then offered
to go up mgainst two small bears for the $1,000,
hut the managers crawilshed, So formidable
«id he become that several men In the monn-
tains, who had captured wild bears to bring
down against Wilson, gave thelr whipped ani-
muls away and went home minus the stakes
they ho towin, Country falrs engaxed Lim
toenliven their annnal shows, and ** hear fight-
Iing"”" day was the drawing card of Lthelr exhihi-
tions, He charged $100 and his expenses to ap-
pear at falrs. \ i
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He beat him vicloualy over the nose with the
short, heavy billy until the bear began to run
around the ring, bleatlng and howling, the
negro rushing after him and potung In telling
blows when he could reach the lumbering,
swingine animal. Suddenly the bear came 1o &
standatill, and, swinging out his terrible righty
caught Wil-on's head in his claws andslung
him heavily agninst the slde of the ring. The
negro was plcked np In a dazed condition, hia
head bleeding from the Imprint of the great
clawn, The bear agaln roared, cuarionsly wateh-
ing the men aa they ministered to Wilson. All
the brute nature of the giant negrn see to
come tothe fore as he renewed the fight, an
fore the bear could prepare himself for defenoe
Wilson wrs beating his nose into a jelly. The
bear aeain ran as bheat he could, the negro by
his side, heating him over the head and nose.
Finally bruin lowered himself on all fours and
ran around the rine Iin the attitude of & whi
cur, smidst the shouts of the spectators, en
the referee declared the negro to be the winner
of the fight. Wilson whipped the bear In thirty-
two minutes, - 2

For the last few years the bear fighter has had
only five or six bouts, on account of his reputn-
tion, for no bear has ever yot run him from the
ring. He has whipped In open eombat elghty-
aix hears of svery size, race, and condition. He
has also whip ablg English mastiff in the
ring, and gonts without number. An enraaged
and disappointed fellow, who had put his money
upon & big black bear, challenged Wilson to
fight A ferocinus mastiff in the ring, Wilson
whigpﬂl the dog with three viclous blows with
the billy, and the animal lea from the ring
and fled, yelping, Wllson said that when heen-
tered the ring with the dog he kuew he muat
not show any sign of fear, and must do his work
quickly. He rushed upon the brite and smash
him #o violently that fear seized the animal an
he ran away, completely routed,

Many a goat has he bested. Any one who has
ever witnessed a fight between a goat and a man
knows it is a dangerous encounter for the man,
though as fununy & combat as can be incited,
At first Wilson hatterad goats nver the headl
but of Iate years he has acquired the trick of
lifting the maddened goat off his feet sl
slinging hdm violently on his back at the other
side of the ring. A few uphes s of the sort
will brlng ANY BOML | vicw Full Resolution Paper I IR8lnN
and aminbility, It hasoe T aggented to
train Wilson for a bull Agnter, and take him to
Mexico and Spain, but the ecolored gladiator
will not agree to it
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Every show that oames to Naahville with &
bear is challenged for a fight, but the showmen
rofuse to make a deal. Occasionally & strolling
Italian will permit & purse to be made up, 1ro-

| ¥ided he gets asbare of it, and a royal fight ¢
had, Hut hears belonging to wandering Italians
ara not =o flerce or full of Aeht as the cuged
beasts of the menageries, When a real fightin
bear that has never been cowed by the bhrota
olubbing of his tramp master, is  found, t/a
flight affords sport. Wilson has whipoed
hears In as  small  space of time 8
four minntes, but it tvok him an hour
and ten minutes ones to whip a littls skinny
binck bewr, The bear had beon secrotly under-
fed and Linlf starved for two weeks before thie
flehit.  I'his hnd made him ferocions and rave s
ous, Wilson mastered him in the longest et
s hins ever had, but not until he had been
clawed and gnshed and knocked down five
times, Kince that experience he has refused 0
fight bears that have nat been ordinarily (ol
befora the combat, Fights have been so rare
Intely that Wilson stands ready and wiliing 'o
w!:lﬁ any bearin the world for 825 and expe: ses,
enrs such as are carried around by 1tai-
Ians through the streets for the pennivs they
can plek up and the heara of the big lreises,
which have been in confinement fora long 0%
do not expect to find & foe in m man," sald
son. “They look upon men as thelr mastrs
Lo bhegin with, and there is my advantage
Bometimes whnen | wet In & ring with one It
takes time and violent blows to show lin 1hat
he must Aght me. He has to rewlize that [ om
his fee, any atime | have been In the 1 1
with bears that refused to resent the cu'fs
Iald upon themn, »o campletely cowed Lind tH0¥
bc:gt‘:m_c_gr‘cruo:l treatment, - <

1896 The Nashville City Directory listed:

R AW LMW . L

”] oonld not whip a bear with my f*'»
or even with gloves. The nose and ruis
of & bear are the tendarsst and most +oo-
ptive parts about the bemst, Why, |'ve (ral
en them »o leavily about thelr ears toat
they Just quit ﬂflhtlnl wnd  spun aronod L
stob the pain, After I've clubbed him unt o Lo #
brain is ina whirl [ heat the bear over 15 148
until he Is rendy to glve up, [ have fougit e
krizely bears in my time, and [ never LIt o0 8
Ely anvwhere excent about the ear [ 'ea
his nose lie would do me up In shart order. |1
the grizzly bear can be whrmml eanily whenyou

pound him over the ears,
I'm & better bear fighter now thinn | sver
was, and 'l try anything they hrlug aga nst
me nutil I get too old to get wround. 1710 feht
two bears this winter, and when the(Cenennisl
opens up I'l! muke a plie of m..np" giving es-
bitlons, I've learned a hieap of things abont
since I went In the ring. The smnlier &
thoh ﬁ-mrln:h'tl hc‘ |Emt.- hu"ul Ahf::l':

'gr“ narin AD Lhe DIE
or ¥ bear, s

Carter, Frank (c), porter, 210 N Cherry,.

1898 The Nashville City Directory listed:

Carter, Frank (c), waiter, The Climax, bds 321 Spruce.
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THE CLIMAX,

THE CLIMAX BAR.

8 The Sun, New York, New York, 21 Feb 1897, Sun, pg. 16
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1899 January 29: Married Lizzie Price in Davidson County, TN.

May 28: Frank went to Franklin to visit his mother. He had not been home in
twenty-three years.
COUELY L2, LAJINYT, DUCTVLRTY,

“Renv-Fightter” Frank Carvter,

Frank Carter, betler known about town
as the: negro “bear-Nghter,” leaves tis
morning to visit his aged mother, near
Franklin, Frank belonged to Fountaln
Cavler in the dove before the war, whose
honse 18 on the battiefleld of Franklin, and
to-day bears the marks -of the hullets of
thnt memorable conflict.  Frank has not
been home In twenty-three years. "o

i 10

1900 January 17: Frank’s birthday was celebrated by his wife Lizzie.

® The Tennessean, Nashville, Tennessee, 30 Jan 1899, Mon, pg. 2
© The Tennessean, Nashville, Tennessee, 28 May 1899, Sun, pg. 5
" The Tennessean, Nashville, Tennessee, 17 Jan 1900, Wed, pg. 2
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June 2: The United States Federal Census enumerated in Davidson County, TN
showed Frank lived with his wife and step-daughter Sam Ella. Frank’s occupation was
listed as a Porter. Frank owned his home and could read and write by this time.

1902
mark her grave.

1907
Greenwood Cemetery.

Frank’s mother Calfurnia Carter died. She was buried in Toussaint L’Ouverture
Cemetery in Franklin. She was the first member of her family to have a headstone to

— (o)

FRANK CARTER DIES. -

Frank Carter olored, one of the por-
ters al the Climax, died at his home on
Alameda sireet of typhold-pneumaonia
Carter had been at the Climax sixteen Or
elrhteen vears and was alwave uniform
ly courteous and attentlve ta his duty
His expressions, “mighty Mfine™ / and
“feather hed farm,” were known to all

vigltors to the Climax,
. o T 00 4D % 2

FRANK CARTER

-

DEATH OF NEGRO WHO WAS
ENOWN AND RESPECTED BY
MANY PEOPLE.

| The above is a good picture of Frank
C. «Carter, who died at his home, 1899
Alameda Street yesterllay. Frank was
born in Williamson County about Afty-

four years ago. For many years he was

PASSES AWAY

porter at Linck's Hotel. and at the time
of his death was a porter at the Climax.
He was known and respected by all the

traveling men who used to stop at

Linck's, and was well known by all
‘Nashville citizens who visited the CIli-
Imax. e

Frank was made famous by columns
written about him in the newspapers as
being a renowned ““Bear fighter” and as
being the proprietor of the oply farm in
the world on which feathers grew, and
he was noted for “raising feathers.”.
When any of his white friends and he
had a legion, greeted him his invariable
answer was, “Mighty fine.'™
l Frank's untimely death is sincerely

regretied by a large number of the best
people in this ecity,

2The Tennessean,Nashville, Tennessee, 11 Apr 1907, Thu, Pg. 12
'3 Nashville Banner,Nashville, Tennessee, 10 Apr 1907, Wed, Pg. 10
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April 9: Died in Nashville, Davidson County, TN from typhoid-pneumonia. Buried in
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https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-tennessean/3707/

April 18: Frank’s last will and testament entered probate court.

" Tennessee, Wills and Probate Records, 1779-2008, Vol, 36, pg. 262 (accessed on ancestry.com)
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