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Frank Carter

1856-1907

Enslaved at the Carter House

1856 January 2: Born in slavery, to Andrew Jackson “Jack” and Calfurnia “Callie” Parrish

Carter in Franklin, Williamson County, Tennessee on the farm of Fountain Branch

Carter.

1860 June 26: The United States Federal Census-Slave Schedule enumerated in Williamson

County, TN showed Fountain Branch Carter owning twenty-eight slaves.  There was only

one four year old male listed, which was likely Frank.
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2The 1860 United States Federal Census-Slave Schedule (accessed on ancestry.com)
1Nashville Banner,Nashville, Tennessee,10 Apr 1907, Wed, Pg. 10
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1870 June 21: The United States Federal Census enumerated in Williamson County, TN

showed Frank lived with his parents and siblings, Charles, Sarah, Petronella, and Harris.

His father’s occupation was listed as farmer and had a value of personal estate in the

amount of $500.00.
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Frank’s occupation was listed as farmhand.

1871 The Common School records for District 9 in Williamson County listed Black parents

and how many children they had attending school in the district. Jack Carter was listed

as having four children in school. Frank would have been one of those children.
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1880 June 2: The United States Federal Census enumerated in Davidson County, TN

showed Frank living with his wife Martha. His occupation was listed as waiter.

1881 The Nashville City Directory showed Frank and his brother Horace worked together as

waiters at 11 N Cherry St.

1882 November 10: Frank’s brother Horace died from Congestive Fever. He was buried at Mt.

Arayat.

1887 April 6: Frank Carter and Martha Petway had a son, Frank Carter, Jr. in Nashville,

Davidson County, TN.

1889 Frank Carter was listed in the Nashville City Directory. He worked for A Hemphill & Co.

as a waiter.

1891 January 1: The Tennessee, U.S., Enumeration of Male Voters listed Frank, thirty-two

years old, as a male voter in Davidson County.

4 Williamson County Historical Society Journal, No. 31 2000, pg. 166
3 $500 in 1870 is equal to abt $11,000 today.
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February 16: Frank was mentioned in The Tennessean Newspaper. Apparently, there

were two Frank Carter’s living in Nashville and the other gentleman seemed to get

himself into trouble often.

5

1892 The Nashville City Directory listed:

Carter, Frank (c), porter, h 417 S Cherry.

1893 The Nashville City Directory listed:

Carter, Frank (c), porter, 210 N Cherry, h S Cherry nr Broad.

1894 The Nashville City Directory listed:

Carter, Frank (c), wks, 210 114 S Front,, h Kirkman nr S Cherry.

1895 The Nashville City Directory listed:

Carter, Frank (c), porter, 210 N Cherry, h Kirkman cor S Cherry..

February 17: Frank worked as a Porter at a saloon in Nashville called the Climax.  He

was a witness in the Murder trail of Tim M. Hanifin vs. Alex Barthell that took place at

the saloon.
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6 The Tennessean,Nashville, Tennessee,17 Feb 1897, Wed, Pg. 5
5 The Tennessean,Nashville, Tennessee,16 Feb 1891, Mon, Pg. 2
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February 21: Frank became a famous bear fighter under the name of Frank Wison. His

first fight was in Nashville and upon winning was rewarded $100.00 dollars.
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7 $100 in 1897 is equal to about $3,500 today!
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1896 The Nashville City Directory listed:

Carter, Frank (c), porter, 210 N Cherry,.

1898 The Nashville City Directory listed:

Carter, Frank (c), waiter, The Climax, bds 321 Spruce.

8 The Sun, New York, New York, 21 Feb 1897, Sun, pg. 16
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1899 January 29: Married Lizzie Price in Davidson County, TN.
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May 28: Frank went to Franklin to visit his mother. He had not been home in

twenty-three years.
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1900 January 17: Frank’s birthday was celebrated by his wife Lizzie.
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11 The Tennessean, Nashville, Tennessee, 17 Jan 1900, Wed, pg. 2
10 The Tennessean, Nashville, Tennessee, 28 May 1899, Sun, pg. 5
9 The Tennessean, Nashville, Tennessee, 30 Jan 1899, Mon, pg. 2
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June 2: The United States Federal Census enumerated in Davidson County, TN

showed Frank lived with his wife and step-daughter Sam Ella. Frank’s occupation was

listed as a Porter.  Frank owned his home and could read and write by this time.

1902 Frank’s mother Calfurnia Carter died. She was buried in Toussaint L’Ouverture

Cemetery in Franklin. She was the first member of her family to have a headstone to

mark her grave.

1907 April 9: Died in Nashville, Davidson County, TN from typhoid-pneumonia. Buried in

Greenwood Cemetery.
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13 Nashville Banner,Nashville, Tennessee,10 Apr 1907, Wed, Pg. 10

12The Tennessean,Nashville, Tennessee,11 Apr 1907, Thu, Pg. 12
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April 18: Frank’s last will and testament entered probate court.
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14 Tennessee, Wills and Probate Records, 1779-2008, Vol, 36, pg. 262 (accessed on ancestry.com)
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