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George W. Gordon, Brigadier General, In Command of Brigade, CS 

1836 October 5: Born to Andrew and Eliza Gordon in Pulaski, TN. 

1850 December 11: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Tippah County, MS 

showed 14-year-old George W. living with his parents and siblings. His father was 

a farmer who owned 17 slaves 

1859 Graduated from Western Military Institute in Nashville, TN. 

1861 May 1: Commissioned as a Captain in Co. I, 11th TN Infantry, CS.  

September 25: Brothers, William Henry and David Martin Gordon enlisted in the 

CS Army and mustered into Co. A, 8 Regiment Texas Rangers [Terrys Texas 

Rangers.] 

1862 January 30: Brother David died.  

May 1: Promoted to Full Lt. Colonel.  

1864 July: Gordon’s brother William Henry Gordon was mortally wounded while on 

picket duty, Gordon was with him when he died.. “….on picket near New Hope 

Church, the Eleventh Regiment had six noble soldiers killed outright within the 

space of an hour by the fatal fire of the enemy’s sharp-shooters. Among these 

were private Sterling Capps, of Company K, and Jasper Rochelle and Harry 

Gordon, of Company H. The latter had been recently transferred to this 

regiment of the Eighth Texas Cavalry, and when shot said to his brother, [Gen. 

Gordon] ‘Tell father that I died in a glorious cause.’”2  

 
1 Photo from ancestry.com user/Betty0616 (accessed online 13 Jan 2020) 
2 Lindsley, John Berrien, The Military Annals of Tennessee. Confederate. V. 1 pg. 298 
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August 14: Request from Gen. J.B. Hood for promotion. 

 

August 15: Promoted to Full Brigadier General.  

November 30: Captured at the Battle of Franklin. He was sent to Johnson’s 

Island, OH and then forwarded to Fort Warren, MA.  

1865 July 24: Released from Fort Warren after signing the Oath Of Allegiance. 

December 24: The Ku-Klux Klan was founded in Pulaski, TN in the law offices of 

Judge Thomas M. Jones. The founders were Calvin E. Jones, John B. Kennedy, 

Frank O. McCord, John C. Lester, Richard R. Reed and James R. Crowe. Gordon 

was an early member of the group, writing the organization’s first prescript in 

1866. This document was adopted by the KKK at a convention of members in 

1867 in Nashville, TN. 
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1867 March 29:  

3 

April 26:  

4 

 
3 The Pulaski Citizen, Pulaski TN, Friday, 29 Mar 1867, pg. 3 
4 The Pulaski Citizen, Pulaski, TN, Friday, 26 Apr 1867, pg. 3 
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1869 September 9: Attended a meeting in Memphis with other delegates of the Life 

Association of America, an insurance firm.  A fellow delegate being General John 
B. Hood. 

1876 September 5: Married Ora Susan Paine.  

 October 10: Ora died of typhoid fever. She was buried at Elmwood Cemetery in 

Shelby County. 

5 

1880 June 8: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Memphis, Shelby, TN showed 

George W., a lawyer, living on Poplar St.  

1883 Appointed Railroad Commissioner of Tennessee, for two years. 

1900 Married Minnie Hannah.  

1910 November 24: Gordon bitterness over the Civil War was quite evident when he 

wrote his will as follows [in part.] 

When this troubled dream that men call life is ended.  I desire that my body 
shall be interred in my lot in Elmwood Cemetery, and on the South side of said lot, 
beside the remains of my beloved wife Mrs. Ora Paine Gordon. 

I desire to be buried in my Confederate Uniform, with military honors and 
ceremonies by Company "A" Confederate Veterans and the Veteran Chickasaw 
Guards.  From the grave I will thank the officers and men of these companies, at the 
time of my death, to comply with this request; and I hereby direct that all the expense 
incurred in complying with my request, be paid out of my estate by my Executor 
herein after named. 

On the south face of the monument which I have erected to the memory of my 
beloved wife, in Elmwood Cemetery (the side on which I desire to be buried, head 
resting toward the West, feet toward the monument), I wish the following inscription 
to be placed: 
          George W. Gordon 
Born October 5th 1836 Died  19 (The date of my death to be inserted when it occurs.) 

I bequeath the tattered, bullet-pierced and bloodstained battle flag of the 11th 
Tennessee Infantry Regiment in the war of Invasion and subjugation waged against 

 
5 The Daily Memphis Avalanche, Memphis, TN Wednesday 11 Oct 1876, pg. 1 
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the South by the commerce, avarice and envy of the North, from 1861 to 1865 (and 
which regiment I had the honor to command in the Confederate army for more than 
two years) to "The Tennessee Historical Society" at Nashville, Tennessee to be placed 
in a cabinet as now are the flags of other Tennessee regiments in the Confederate 
Army. 

The sabre, worn by me in the Confederate Army while resisting the 
unconstitutional, lawless, mercenary and criminal invasion of the South by the North, 
I also give to the said Tennessee Historical Society at Nashville, Tennessee. 

My Field Glass and Haversack used by me while resenting and resisting 
northern spoilation and subjugation of the South, I give to the "Confederate Historical 
Association" of Memphis, Tennessee......................... 

Given under my hand, this 24th day of November 1910. 
                                                                                  Geo W. Gordon 

 

1907 March 4: Elected to congress as a Democrat. 

1911 August 9: Died in Memphis, TN. At the time of his death Gordon was National 

Commander-in-Chief of the United Confederate Veterans.  

6 7 

 
6 Coweta Messenger-Democrat, Coweta, OK, Wednesday 16 Aug 1911, pg. 3 
7 Nashville Banner, Nashville, TN Thursday 10 Aug 1911, pg. 3. 
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8 Image from ancestry.com/original poster stated no source except archive.org 


