
Charley Harris

Enslaved by Evalina Bell

Served Alexander Hamilton Bell

11th TN Infantry

1842 (abt) Charley was born in Dickson County, TN.
1

1856 Fourteen year old Charles Harris was mentioned in Montgomery

Bell’s will. The following public auction of Montgomery’s slaves was to take place

Tuesday February 19th. An interesting note, slave traders were prohibited to

purchase slaves. Charles must have been purchased by Montgomery’s nephew

James Luckie Bell.

2

3

3 Republican Banner, Nashville, TN, Sunday, 6 Jan 1856, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com)
2 Bell, Montgomery, Tennessee, U.S. Wills and Probate Records, 1779-2008 (accessed ancestry.com)
1 Tennessee, Confederate Pensions, 1891-1965, (accessed familysearch.org)
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1860 February 9: James L. Bell committed suicide, when the census was enumerated

just a few months later his wife Evalina Deadrick Bell was listed as owning 126

slaves. Five males age approximately 18-years-old fit Charley’s age.

October:

4

November: A sale of James Bell’s property took place at the court house.

5

5 Republican Banner, Nashville, TN, Tuesday, 13 Nov 1860, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com)
4 Republican Banner, Nashville, TN, Friday, 26 Oct 1860, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com)
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1861 May 25: Twenty-year-old Alexander Bell, Evalina’s son enlisted in the C.S. Army

in Nashville. He mustered into the 11th TN Infantry. He took to war with him one

of his family slaves, Charley. Charley’s job was to cook and clean and take care of

Alex’s needs.

1864 July 3: Alex Bell was captured near Marietta, GA by General Sherman’s forces

and forwarded to Louisville, KY. All witness accounts state that Charley stayed

with the 11th TN till the surrender.

“Charley Harris was a cook for his Master, Alex Bell, and that this

applicant, Charley Bell, alias Charley Harris remained with us from the time his

Master joined the army in the fall of 1862 until the surrender. This applicant

was present at the time of the surrender and had been with the army all the

time, and did his work well, and he came home with us after the surrender. I

have known him ever since the war, and lived you might say in the same

neighborhood. Charley Harris, was a cook and servant in the same company

and was always present and did his part well, never absent from the time he

joined until the surrender.”-Moses Garton
7

7 Tennessee, Confederate Pensions, 1891-1965, (accessed familysearch.org)

6 Nashville Union and American, Nashville, TN, Saturday, 10 Nov 1860, pg. 2 (accessed
newspapers.com)
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“Alex Bell had with him Charley Bell, as a cook, and servant, and after

the war was over, this applicant, the said Charley Bell took the name of his

father Charley Harris, And affiant further says that he served continuously in

the Confederate army in the same Regiment and Company from the time he

joined in November 1862 until the surrender at Greensboro, N.C. in April

1865.”-J.K. Clifton

November 30: Although Alex had been captured and was a prisoner of war,

Charley was still serving soldiers in the 11th TN Infantry. He would have been

present during the Battle of Franklin.

1868 December 13: Charley Harris married Rutha Chase in Cheatham County, TN.

Rutha was the daughter of Hanna Oakley and Tom Chase.

1870 June 1: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in District 10, Cheatham County,

TN showed Charles Harris, a farmer, and Rutha living with their 8 month old

daughter Mary. Alex Bell and his family lived very close by.

1880 June 17: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Dickson County, TN showed

Charles Harris, a railroad worker, and Ruthy Jane living with their children:

Joanna, 12, Mary Jane, 10, Lucy Ann, 7, Elizabeth 6, Vernon, 5 and Charles 11

months. Charley was also farming. The Agriculture Census enumerated him as

farming five acres of land and producing 50 bushels of Indian Corn.

1920 January 20: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Dickson County, TN showed

Charlie and Ruthie, both laborers living with their daughter Lessie and two

grandchildren.

1921 July 14: Charley applied for and was granted a servant’s pension for his service to

soldier Alex Bell during the Civil War. On his application Charley described his

circumstances: “I work at little odd jobs and make $5.00 or $6.00 per month,

and my children give me about $6.00 per month. I live in a little shack of a house

that belongs to my children.”
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8 Tennessee, Confederate Pensions, 1891-1965, (accessed familysearch.org)
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1925 May 14: Charles Harris died in Dickson County, TN. He was over 80 years old.
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9 Tennessee, U.S., Death Records, 1908-1965, image 70 (accessed ancestry.com)
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