
Mallie Otey Johnson

1857-1925

Enslaved at Carnton

1857 May 24: Mallie Otey was born to enslaved parents Mariah McGavock and Harvey

Otey at Carnton. Mallie was born a fraternal twin. Her twin brother was Frank.

1860 The U.S. Federal Census did not enumerate enslaved people by name. There was

a “Slave Schedule,” which listed the name of the slave owner and the gender, age

and race of each enslaved person, but no names. It is believed that Mariah

McGavock was enumerated as a twenty-six year old female living in a household

with several children, among those five year old twins one male and one female

Frank andMallie.,

1862-1863 During the U.S. occupation of Franklin, the enslaved people owned by the

McGavock family were sent south. Mallie’s mother Mariah, was in Alabama.

Mallie’s exact location is unknown at this time. Later documentation leads us to

believe that Mallie was not raised by her mother, but by Fanny McGavock

Southall.
1

1863 March 23: Harvey Otey, Mallie’s father, died. He was buried in a marked grave at

the city cemetery in Franklin.

1875 October 19: Mallie Otey married Charles Ebenezer Johnson in Williamson

County, TN.

1878 (abt) Mallie gave birth to son William B. Johnson.

William was a veteran of the U.S. Army and died in Kansas.

1879 September 27: Mallie gave birth to son Charles Ebenezer “Pickett” Johnson.

Charles Jr., nicknamed Pickett, moved to Canada to work for the Grand

Trunk Railway. He was a sleeping car porter, which wasn’t a glamorous

job, but steady.
2

1880 June 19: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in District 9, Williamson County,

TN showed Mallie, 23, and her husband Charles, 27-year-old sawyer, and their

two young children: Willie, 2 and Charles, 8 months. Also boarding in the

2 https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/sleeping-car-porters-in-canada

1 Fanny McGavock Southall was born enslaved at Carnton. After the war, she and her family lived on
Columbia Ave, not far from Mariah.
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Johnson household was a minister by the name of James Picket and Charles’

grandmother Patsy Merrill. Fannie Southall, another former slave at Carnton,

and her family were living within a couple households of the Johnsons. Mallie

remained close to Fannie and her children.

1882 February: Mallie gave birth to daughter Mattie B Johnson.

Mattie B. Johnson grew up to be a beloved teacher. Her parents lived with

Mattie at the end of their lives.

1883 December 24: On Christmas Eve, Fannie McGavock Southall, Mallie’s neighbor

and the woman who helped to raise her died.

1889 August 8: Mallie gave birth to son Samuel Benjamin Johnson.

Samuel moved to Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada with his brother Pickett

and also worked for the Grand Trunk Railway.

1895 November 19: Mallie gave birth to son Frank Watt Johnson.

1896 August 3: Mallie gave birth to daughter Louise Johnson.

Louise married William Morrissey and lived all over the U.S., from

Virginia, to St. Louis to California.

1900 June 9: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Franklin, Williamson County, TN

showed Ebenezer, a laborer, and Mallie living with only their eighteen-year-old

daughter Mattie. Mattie was attending school at the time. All the family members

could read and write and Ebb and Mallie owned their own home free from

mortgage.

1909 The Nashville Globe reported: “Mrs Ebenezer Johnson, of East Hill street,

Nashville, is out the guest of her mother-in-law, Mrs. Laura Evans, of Columbia

ave….and was the guest of breakfast Sunday morning at Mrs. A.N.C. Williams.”
3

1910 April 18: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Nashville, Davidson County, TN

showed C.E., an engineer at a laundry, and Mallie living at 38 South Hill with

their children: Mattie B, 26, (a teacher), Frank, 17, Louise, 14 and Will, 30(a

chauffeur). Mallie was enumerated as having given birth to nine children and six

were currently living. Ebb and Mallie were renting their home.

3 The Nashville Globe, Nashville TN, Friday 3 Dec 1909, pg. 8 (accessed newspapers.com)
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1914 Ebenezer and Mallie Otey were listed in the Nashville City Directory living at 25

Wharf St. Their House was in close proximity to both Walden University and

Meharry Medical College.
4

1915 Chas. E and Mallie Otey were listed in the Nashville City Directory living at 25

Wharf St.

1918 Ebenezer and Mallie Otey were listed in the Nashville City Directory still residing

at 25 Wharf St.

November 21: An article about Mallie and Ebb’s son Pickett was in the Nashville

Globe, it mentions Mallie and Ebb and where they lived.

5

5 The Nashville Globe, Nashville, TN, Friday 21 Jun 1918, pg. 5 (accessed newspapers.com)
4 Ebenezer and Mallie’s grandson, William James Morrissey, was a graduate of Meharry Medical College.
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1919 September 1: Mallie attended the McGavock Family Reunion at the home of

Charles and Fannie Southall Farmer on Columbia Ave. in Franklin.

Third row from Left: Ebenezer and Mallie Johnson are 4th and 5th in the row.

1921 September 5: Mallie attended the McGavock Family Reunion at the home of

Carrie Richardson White on Brick Church Pike.

6

Back Row L to R: Hillard Southall, Charles White, Porter Carter, Hugh Southall, Carrie Richardson White, Charles

Holmes Howard. Front Row L to R: Mallie Otey Johnson, Malinda Southall Otey, Joe Carter

6 Photo from the collection of Damon Eaves.
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1922 December 21: Mallie’s mother, Mariah McGavock Otey Reddick died. When

Mariah died she left her house and land to her son John Watt Reddick and the

rest of her property went to her daughter Mallie and her granddaughter Bessie.

7

1924 Ebenezer and Mallie Otey were listed in the Nashville City Directory residing

at 26 Shepherd St.

1925 May 21: Three days before her birthday, Mallie Otey Johnson died at her home in

Nashville. She was buried at Toussaint L’Ouverture, her grave site is unknown.

8

8 The Tennessean, Nashville, TN, Saturday, 23 May 1925, pg. 5 (accessed newspapers.com)
7 Tennessee, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1779-2008 (accessed ancestry.com)

KF2023



9

9 Tennessee, U.S. Death Records, 1908-1965 (accessed ancestry.com)
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