
Joseph McLeon Reeder, Private, Battery B, 1 IL Light Artillery, US 

 

1847 April 15: Born to Benjamin and Margaret Rigg Reeder in Pike County, IL. 

 

1850 September 13: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Pike County, IL showed  

four-year-old Joseph living with his parents and siblings. His father, Benjamin, 

was a farmer. 

 

Reeder’s parents died when he was young and his mother’s brother, Luther Rigg, 

took him in and raised him. 

 

1863 July 13: Reeder was 16-years-old when he enlisted in the U.S. Army, giving his  

age as 18. He mustered into Battery B, 1st IL Infantry.  

Descriptive Roll: Age 18, Height: 5’7, Complexion: Dark, Occupation: Farmer 

 

1864 November 30: Fought at the Battle of Franklin. During the battle Reeder was  

knocked down and trampled by a horse.  

 

1865 July 6: Mustered out of the U.S. Army. 

 

1870 July 28: Married Amanda Troxell. 
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Joseph and Amanda Reeder 

 

 

1880 June 10: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Wapella, DeWitt County, IL  

showed Joseph, a farmer, and Amanda living with their young children as well as 

Amanda’s father. 

 

1891 July 11: Reeder applied for and was awarded a military pension for his service  

during the Civil War. 
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October 10: Reeder died and was buried at Crum Cemetery, DeWitt County, IL. 
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