
CARNTON CONFEDERATE FIELD HOSPITAL
Lesson Plan

Removal of Injured Soldiers from Battle�elds
Excerpt from Gangrene and Glory: Medical Care 
during the American Civil War by Frank R. 
Freemon

“�e most dangerous duty assigned to medical 
o�cers was the removal of the wounded under 
�re. �e surgeon set up an area behind battle lines 
where the wounded could be examined. Soldiers 
with minor wounds underwent dressing and 
returned immediately to their place in the battle; 
soldiers with more severe wounds could be 
evacuated further to the rear. �e assistant 
surgeon went forward just behind the troops to 
supervise the transport of those unable to walk. . 
. the surgeon tried to select. . .an area. . .where 
medical personnel and wounded were not likely 
to be struck by bullets or shells that passed over 
the battle line. Sometimes, the surgeon selected a 
site too close to the battle; cannonballs careened 
through the area, threatening the wounded and 
unnerving the doctors.”

Helping the Injured
Chaplain James McNeilly

“After I put my wounded in temporary quarters 
in various outhouses on Colonel McGavock’s 
place [Carnton], I started out to get for them 
comforts in clothing and delicacies I could �nd. 
To understand my story, it would be necessary to 
describe my garb. Beginning at the top, I wore a 
hat of brown jeans quilted. . .I had on a checkered 
shirt that would not button at the throat. My 
jacket of cotton goods had a big round hole six 
inches wide made by a shell exploding over it as 
it lay on the ground. I had thrown it o� so as to 
help a wounded comrade and a fragment of the 
shell with a spark set it a�re. My trousers hung 
from my knees to my ankles in ribbons. As we 
came into Tennessee there was some quite cold 
weather for a few days and as we stood around 
our bivouac �res the wind often whipped the 

blaze about our legs and scorched our trousers 
into these ornamental fringes. My feet were 
incased in a pair of almost footless socks and a 
pair of shoes in which sole and body were held 
together by strings.”

Field Hospital in the McGavock Home
George Estes, 14th Mississippi, CS Army

“. . .the residence of Colonel McGavock was 
literally full to over�owing with dead and 
wounded men. As soon as one would die another 
was ready to take his place on the �oor or 
anywhere that could be room for him. Such 
groans, cries, and curses I heard that night I hope 
will never hear again.”

Glossary:
Bivouac

Careen

Chaplain

Delicacy
Dressing

Evacuate

Shell

a temporary camp without tents or 
covers, especially used by soldiers 
and Moutaineers
move swiftly and in an uncontrolled 
way in a speci�ed direction
pastor attached to a branch of the 
armed forces
a special or expensive food
a piece of fabric placed on a wound 
to protect it
remove someone from a place of 
danger to a safe place
ammunition consisting of a 
cylindrical metal casing containing 
an explosive charge

With the information from the readings, what 
was a �eld hospital during the Civil War?
With the information from the readings, why 
do you think the McGavock home was chosen 
as a �eld hospital?
About 300 wounded men where in the 
McGavock home and close to 400 wounded 
men were outside the house. What kind of 
injuries would these men have?

Questions from readings
1.

2.

3.
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A �eld hospital was a hospital placed near a battle�eld that soldiers could walk or be carried 
to for immediate medical treatment. 
�e McGavock home was selected as a �eld hospital because it was close/on the battle�eld, 
but also provided protection for the wounded soldiers and the doctors.
�ey would have treated men of all injuries. But the men who were only slightly injured would 
be sent back to the battle and the men who were very injured would go to hospitals further 
from the battle�eld. 

Answers
1.

2.

3.


