
 Dr. Granville Lester, Surgeon, F&S,  TN Infantry, CSA 

 

1821 September 25: Granville Lester was born to James H. Lester and Mary 

Duke “Polly” McConnico in Tennessee.  

 

1830 The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Giles County, TN showed James Lester  

as head of household.The Lester family owned eight slaves which consisted of  

four men and four women. 

 

1840 The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Giles County, TN. James Lester was  

listed as head of household. The Lester family owned fifteen slaves,which  

consisted of six males and nine Females. 

 

1850 September 16: The U.S. Federal Census was enumerated in Bedford County 

TN and showed a thirty-year-old Granville was living with the Gill family, 

and Granville was listed as a physician.  

  

1859 August: Dr. Lester donated money to help build the M.E. Church in Mulberry,  

Tn.​1 
 

1860 June 25: The U.S. Federal Census was enumerated in Lincoln County, TN 

and showed a thirty-eight-year-old “G.B. Lester'' was living with the Wordan 

Family, Lester was listed as a physician and his personal value was listed as 

$1,500. 

 

1861 May 18: Lester enlisted in the Confederate Army at Camp Harris, TN for a period 

of twelve months. He was mustered into the Co. L, 8th TN Volunteer Infantry for 

a length of twelve months.  

 

1862 February 11-16: Dr. Granville was captured at the Battle of Ft. Donelson. 

1 Fayetteville Observer, Fayetteville, TN, Thursday, 25 Aug 1859, pg 2 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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May 21: Granville Lester was recommended for assistant surgeon and was 

confirmed June 1, 1862. 

 

October 8: Dr. Granville wrote a letter to the Fayetteville Observer, describing the  

battle in Perrysville, KY and detailing a casualty list. This task often fell to the  

surgeons and the chaplins of regiments.  

2 U.S., Civil War Prisoner of War Records, 1861-1865, Selected Records of the War Dept…image  
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3 Fayetteville Observer, Fayetteville, TN, Thursday, 13 Nov 1862, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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November: When he returned to the army after being captured and released, Dr. 

Granville brought his slave Robert “Bob” to serve him.  

 

November 14: Granville is appointed as an assistant surgeon by the Confederate 

Secretary Of War. 

 

1863 March 10: Shelbyville, Granville appears as Capt. Assistant Surgeon on a report of 

staff officers in Polk’s Corps, Army of Tennessee, with the remarks “8th 

Tennessee.” 

 

April 14: A letter was written from a camp near Tullahoma, TN to a Mr. N.O.  

Wallace by another 8th TN surgeon, Dr. S.E.H. Dance. He described the issues  

the medical staff was having distributing medications.  
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4 Fayetteville Observer, Fayetteville, TN, Thursday, 23 Apr 1863, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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1864 June 1: Lester was delivered to Richmond, VA and appears on a register of 

appointments of The Confederate States Army. 

 

August 26: Atlanta GA,  Lester appears on a report of staff officers and acting 

staff officers in Cheatham's Corps, Army of Tennessee.  

 

November 7: Tuscambia AL, Lester appears on a report of staff officers and acting 

staff officers in Cheatam’s Corps, Army of Tennessee. 

 

November 30: The 8th TN Infantry fought at the Battle of Franklin in Carter’s  

brigade, Brown’s division. Dr. Lester stayed with the wounded at Franklin and  

was captured by the U.S. Army. A nephew, C.M. Buchanan later remembered 

“Bob Lester brought home Dr. Lesters horse and pony after he was captured at 

Franklin, Tenn, and sent north.”​5 
 

1865 Granville Lester is paroled in Greensboro, N.C. with remarks “not assigned to 

duty since the resignation of the army.” 

 

1867 December 19: Granville Lester married his wife, Rebecca S.C. White in Lincoln 

County, Tennessee. 

 

1870 June 18: The U.S. Federal census was enumerated in Lincoln County, Tennessee 

and showed a forty-eight-year-old “G.B Lester” was the head of his household 

living with his wife, Rebecca, and their three children, two daughters and a son. 

Granville was listed as a physician.  

 

1871 April 30: Dr. Lester’s barn was struck by lightning and destroyed. 
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5 Tennessee Confederate Pension Applications, Lester, Robert (accessed familysearch.org) 
6 Fayetteville Observer, Fayetteville, TN, Thursday, 4 may 1871, pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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1880 June 2: The U.S. Federal Census was enumerated in Lincoln County, Tennessee  

and showed a forty-eight-year-old “G.B. Lester” was living with his wife, 

daughter, and step-daughter, Granville was listed as a medical doctor. 

 

1894 November 13: Granville died and was buried in Lincoln County, Tennessee. 
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