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Lt. Col. Porter C. Olson, F&S, 36th IL Infantry, USA 

 

1832 Apr 11: Porter Chamberlain Olson was born in Niagara Falls, NY to Ole and Sarah Olson. 

 

1851 Jan 10: Land Grant Records show Porter C. Olson was granted ownership of forty acres 

of land in Illinois. 

 

1860 Jul 7: The 1860 US Federal Census enumerated in Kendall County, IL listed P.C. Olson in 

the household of a hardware merchant named G W Winchell. Porter was listed as a thirty 

year old teacher. 

 

1861 Aug 5: Enlisted in the US Army. 

Aug 20: Mustered into 36th Illinois Infantry as Captain in command of company F. 

Porter’s brothers Soren and James were under his command in company F. 

 

1862 Mar 7-8: 36th IL Infantry fought at the Battle of Pea Ridge, AR. 

 

Oct 8: 36th IL Infantry engaged at the Battle of Perryville, KY.  
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Dec 31: 36th IL Infantry was engaged at the Battle of Stones River as part of Gen. 

Sheridan’s division. Porter’s brother Soren was killed in action during this fight. 

 

1863 Apr 8: A soldier in the 36th IL Infantry wrote an update on the activities in the regiment. 

He mentioned Porter’s promotion from Captain of Co. F to Lt. Colonel. 

 

5
 

 

May 11: Captain Porter C. Olson was promoted to Lt. Colonel. 

 

Sep 18-20: 36th IL Infantry was engaged at the Battle of Chickamauga in north GA.  
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Undated image of members of the 36th IL Infantry 

 

1864 Feb-Mar: 36th IL Infantry given a six week furlough. The regiment returned home to 

much enthusiasm and fanfare. March 19th they loaded onto train cars and were 

transported back to the front. 

 

Jun-Aug: Lt. Col. Porter Olson, absent from the ranks due to sickness since June, 

returned and took command of the 36th IL Infantry. 

 

Nov 30: 36th IL Infantry fought at the Battle of Franklin. They were part of Col. 

Opdycke’s brigade of Gen. Wagner’s division. Positioned north of the Carter House, the 

36th IL was part of a crucial counterattack that blunted the Confederate penetration of 

the defenses. ​History of the Thirty-Sixth Regiment Illinois​ gave an account that is 

unparalleled. The part regarding the 36th IL and Lt. Col. Porter Olson follows: 
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Lt. Col. Porter C. Olson was killed in action on Nov. 30th, 1864 and his body was returned to IL 

for burial. He was interred at Millington Newark Cemetery in Millington, IL. 

 

1865 As the war ended and the 36th IL was being mustered out and preparing to return home, 

Gen. William Sherman stated the following about the 36th IL Infantry: 
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1872 Oct 3: At the sixth annual reunion for the 36th IL Infantry, veterans first proposed the 

idea of a monument to commemorate Porter Olson and his service in the 36th IL 

Infantry. The idea gained traction but it was many years before the idea came to fruition. 

 

1882 Sep 22: An article appeared in the Chicago Tribune that noted the sixteenth annual 

reunion of the 36th IL Infantry. It also stated that this reunion was special because the 

monument to Porter Olson was being unveiled. 
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1892 Feb 16: 
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