
John Henry Marks, Asst. Surgeon, F&S, 20th TN Infantry, CS

1837 June 30: John Henry Marks was born to William and Sarah Marks in Williamson

County, TN.

1839 Mark’s father, William, died when he was quite young, leaving his mother with several

young children to support.

1850 September 23: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Williamson County, TN showed

13-year-old J. Henry Marks living with the family of M.W. Gee. He was at the time a

student attending school.

1863 March 6: Enlisted in the C.S. Army and mustered into Co. D, 20th TN Infantry.

March to December: Company Muster Rolls. Present.

March 17-August 19: Served as a hospital steward for Dr. Deering Roberts. The

following letter is a recommendation from Dr. Roberts on his permanent placement on

the 20th TN hospital roster. He called John H. Marks  a man of “sober habits and good

moral character.”
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September & October: Company Muster Roll. Remarks “Promoted to Hospital

Steward Aug 1-1863”

December 3: Marks wrote a letter requesting to be appointed as Hospital Steward

of the 20th TN.
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1864 January to October: Company Muster Rolls. Present.

November 30: Served as an Assistant Surgeon during the Battle of Franklin.

December 17: Captured in Franklin. Marks stayed behind to care for the

Confederate wounded. He was transferred to various prison points in the North

before being released with many other surgeons and assistant surgeons in

January of 1865.
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1866 April 19: John H. Marks married Martha A. Griffith.

5 Confederate Pension Application, Widow/Marks, Martha (accessed familysearch.org)
4 The Baltimore Sun, Baltimore MD, Monday 9 Jan 1865, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com)
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1870 August 3: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Maury County, TN showed

John, a farmer, and Martha living with their two young sons. Three other

individuals are living with the family. Sarah Marks, age 52,most likely John’s

mother, and Sallie and Parthenia McClinchey, Black servants.

1880 June 3: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Maury County, TN showed John,

a farmer, and Martha living with their five children.

1900 June 20: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Lawrence County, TN showed

John, a farmer, and Martha living with five children.

1904 May 10: John Henry Marks died. After his death his wife, Martha, applied for and

received a widow’s pension from the State of Tennessee for her husbands’

military service during the Civil War.

6 Confederate Pension Application, Widow/Marks, Martha (accessed familysearch.org)
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