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Matthew Barrow Pilcher, Captain, F&S, 1st TN Infantry, CSA 
 
 

1840 Apr 1: Matthew Barrow Pilcher was born to parents Meritt and Nancy Pilcher in Davidson 
County, TN. 

 
1850 Oct 21: The US Federal Census enumerated in Davidson County, TN listed Matthew B. 

Pilcher’s family lived in the household of Matthew Barrow, aged 65, and his wife. 
Matthew B. Pilcher would have been about ten years old. His father, Meritt, and mother, 
Nancy, were listed but Matthew’s name does not appear. Perhaps the census taker 
misunderstood or recorded a name or age incorrectly. 

 
1859 Matthew Pilcher was a member of the Tennessee militia. He was in the “Rock City 

Guards.” The militia system in slaveholding states had become drastically more active 
after John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry Arsenal that attempted to spark a slave revolt.  

 
1861 May 10:  The “Rock City Guards” were mustered into the Confederate Army at Nashville, 

TN for a period of 12 months. Those men comprised companies A, B, and C of the 1st 
TN Infantry. Matthew was mustered into Co. B, 1st TN Infantry as 3rd Sergeant. 
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1862 Apr 26: Matthew signed a requisition order at Corinth, MS for 494 canteens for the men 
of the 1st TN Infantry. The 1st TN Infantry was in combat at Shiloh earlier that month and 
had retreated to Corinth to recuperate along with the rest of the Army of Mississippi. 
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Oct 8: Wounded at the Battle of Perryville, KY, captured and sent to Cincinnati as a 
prisoner of war. Interestingly, after his imprisonment, Pilcher was paroled to a hotel in 
Cincinnati “on account of severe wound” and, “on account of honorable conduct,” he was 
allowed to report without guard to the commanding officer at Cincinnati. 
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1863 Appeared on muster roll for Jan-Feb: Remarks, “absent, wounded at Perryville” 
 

Mar-Apr: Remarks “Absent sick” 
 

May 5: Capt. M.B. Pilcher was exchanged at City Point, VA. He was put on a train to TN 
but the train derailed near Bristol, TN and Matthew’s arm was broken in the ensuing 
crash. 
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1864 Jan 4: Assigned as Paymaster of Gen. Frank Cheatham’s Division. 
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Jan 9: Promoted to Assistant Quartermaster for the 1st TN Infantry. Pilcher would have 
been responsible for supplying the unit with shoes, clothing, and any other supplies that 
they would have needed as a soldier. 

 
Nov 30: The 1st TN Infantry was engaged at the Battle of Franklin. They were in Gen. 
John Carter’s brigade of Gen. John Brown’s division, which was formerly Cheatham’s 
Division. (Cheatham was promoted to Corps command after Hood’s promotion to Army 
command in July 1864.) They attacked on the western side of the Columbia Pike and 
fought their way to the Federal defenses positioned across the Carter property. Capt. 
M.B. Pilcher was wounded in the chest and taken prisoner. He was moved north to 
Nashville as a prisoner of war. 
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1865 Mar 26: Admitted to Hospital No. 1 in Nashville and treated for his injuries sustained in 

the Battle of Franklin. 
 

May 12: M.B. Pilcher wrote a letter from Camp Chase, OH outside of Columbus, OH that 
pledged he would remain a prisoner at Camp Chase and not support or speak in support 
of those in action against the US Government. He had a knack for obtaining special 
privileges as a prisoner. The letter is attached below. 
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1870 Jun 25: The US Federal Census enumerated in Davidson County, TN listed Matt Pilcher 

at thirty years old. He lived with his wife Judith, three children, and Matt’s widowed 
mother Nancy. Matt’s occupation was listed as “dray line” which was someone who 
loaded and unloaded teamster’s wagons. 
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1880 Jun 5: The US Federal Census enumerated in Davidson County, TN listed Matthew B 

Pilcher as a grain merchant. He was the head of the household and lived with his wife, 
widowed mother, two brothers also in the grain business, and five children. The 
youngest child was one year old and listed as having whooping cough. There are also 
three black servants and a traveling salesman that lived in Matthew’s household at the 
time. 

 

Jun 28: 10 
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1890 Feb 9: 11 
 

Apr 6: 
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1898 Matthew’s son Winston Pilcher fought in the Spanish-American War. 
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1900 Jun 9: The US Federal Census enumerated in Davidson County, TN listed Matthew B. 

Pilcher as the head of the household. He was sixty years old employed as a real estate 
agent. He lived with his wife Judith and four of their children. They also had a thirty five 
year old widowed black woman named Maggie Huggins employed as a servant. 
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1904 Jun 3: 15 
 
 
1908 May 14: Matthew and his wife Judith were very involved with Veterans organizations and 

Judith was the President of the Tennessee Division of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy. 
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Dec 30: Matthew Barrow Pilcher died in Nashville, TN at the age of sixty eight. He was 
buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery. 

 

1909 Jan 6:  17 
 
 

1910 Aug 28: 18 
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