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1 CAPT. M., B. PILCHER. 2

Matthew Barrow Pilcher, Captain, F&S, 1st TN Infantry, CSA

Apr 1: Matthew Barrow Pilcher was born to parents Meritt and Nancy Pilcher in Davidson
County, TN.

Oct 21: The US Federal Census enumerated in Davidson County, TN listed Matthew B.
Pilcher’s family lived in the household of Matthew Barrow, aged 65, and his wife.
Matthew B. Pilcher would have been about ten years old. His father, Meritt, and mother,
Nancy, were listed but Matthew’s name does not appear. Perhaps the census taker
misunderstood or recorded a name or age incorrectly.

Matthew Pilcher was a member of the Tennessee militia. He was in the “Rock City
Guards.” The militia system in slaveholding states had become drastically more active
after John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry Arsenal that attempted to spark a slave revolt.

May 10: The “Rock City Guards” were mustered into the Confederate Army at Nashville,
TN for a period of 12 months. Those men comprised companies A, B, and C of the 1st
TN Infantry. Matthew was mustered into Co. B, 1st TN Infantry as 3rd Sergeant.
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1862 Apr 26: Matthew signed a requisition order at Corinth, MS for 494 canteens for the men
of the 1st TN Infantry. The 1st TN Infantry was in combat at Shiloh earlier that month and
had retreated to Corinth to recuperate along with the rest of the Army of Mississippi.
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Oct 8: Wounded at the Battle of Perryville, KY, captured and sent to Cincinnati as a
prisoner of war. Interestingly, after his imprisonment, Pilcher was paroled to a hotel in
Cincinnati “on account of severe wound” and, “on account of honorable conduct,” he was
allowed to report without guard to the commanding officer at Cincinnati.
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1863 Appeared on muster roll for Jan-Feb: Remarks, “absent, wounded at Perryville”

Mar-Apr: Remarks “Absent sick”

May 5: Capt. M.B. Pilcher was exchanged at City Point, VA. He was put on a train to TN

but the train derailed near Bristol, TN and Matthew’s arm was broken in the ensuing
crash.

Appears on a register of

Prisoners of War
at Fort Delaware, Del,
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Indorsement shows: “City Point, Va., April 12th, 1802
ved of Capt. H. Seligson, %th Vermont Vols,, U. = A |
Colonel, one \Iajur, fourteen Captains, and thirteen Lieu-

. also 0 oue el ing Master, (", 8, N,, one Master's Muie,
ass Engineer’ unﬂ’une private. A part of these officers .
ed on the within rolls having been captured prior 1.
. 10, 1862, have heretofore heen exchanged,

“Exchanged May 5, 1563 W. H. Haren, Copr., P A, €. 87
i -

1864 Jan 4: Assigned as Paymaster of Gen. Frank Cheatham’s Division.
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Jan 9: Promoted to Assistant Quartermaster for the 1st TN Infantry. Pilcher would have
been responsible for supplying the unit with shoes, clothing, and any other supplies that
they would have needed as a soldier.

Nov 30: The 1st TN Infantry was engaged at the Battle of Franklin. They were in Gen.
John Carter’s brigade of Gen. John Brown’s division, which was formerly Cheatham’s
Division. (Cheatham was promoted to Corps command after Hood’s promotion to Army
command in July 1864.) They attacked on the western side of the Columbia Pike and
fought their way to the Federal defenses positioned across the Carter property. Capt.
M.B. Pilcher was wounded in the chest and taken prisoner. He was moved north to
Nashville as a prisoner of war.
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1865 Mar 26: Admitted to Hospital No. 1 in Nashville and treated for his injuries sustained in
the Battle of Franklin.

May 12: M.B. Pilcher wrote a letter from Camp Chase, OH outside of Columbus, OH that
pledged he would remain a prisoner at Camp Chase and not support or speak in support
of those in action against the US Government. He had a knack for obtaining special
privileges as a prisoner. The letter is attached below.
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1870 Jun 25: The US Federal Census enumerated in Davidson County, TN listed Matt Pilcher
at thirty years old. He lived with his wife Judith, three children, and Matt’s widowed
mother Nancy. Matt’s occupation was listed as “dray line” which was someone who
loaded and unloaded teamster’s wagons.

° hitps://www.fold3.com/image/255398876
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1880 Jun 5: The US Federal Census enumerated in Davidson County, TN listed Matthew B
Pilcher as a grain merchant. He was the head of the household and lived with his wife,
widowed mother, two brothers also in the grain business, and five children. The
youngest child was one year old and listed as having whooping cough. There are also
three black servants and a traveling salesman that lived in Matthew’s household at the
time.

Jun 28:

® Nashville Banner, Nashville, Tennessee, Monday, June 28, 1880, pg. 3.
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" The Tennessean, Nashville, Tennessee, Sunday, February 9, 1890, pg. 11.
2 The Tennessean, Nashville, Tennessee, Sunday, April 6, 1890, pg. 6.



1898 Matthew’s son Winston Pilcher fought in the Spanish-American War.

+ 1 Tennessee Infantry,

7&%// ank. () /f;f‘b«m/

1900 Jun 9: The US Federal Census enumerated in Davidson County, TN listed Matthew B.
Pilcher as the head of the household. He was sixty years old employed as a real estate
agent. He lived with his wife Judith and four of their children. They also had a thirty five
year old widowed black woman named Maggie Huggins employed as a servant.

2 hits: . al/73283462/wi .
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Thursday afterncon, June 16—R -
tion given by Capt. and Mrs. M. B.
Pllcher at their residence in honor of
the members of Capt. Plicher's regl-
1904 Jun 3: ment, the First Tennessee. . 15

1908 May 14: Matthew and his wife Judith were very involved with Veterans organizations and
Judith was the President of the Tennessee Division of the United Daughters of the
Confederacy.
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REVIEWS HER
'YEAR'S WORK

¥rs. M. B. Pilcher Reads
Elaborate Report.

STATE PRESIDENT CHARMS
HEARERS WHILE SHE READS

Complete Resume of the Achieves
ments of Tennessee Division Since
Nashville Woman Was Chosen

President—Extracts of Report.

Mr<. M. B. Pilcher, state president of
the 1. I». ., yesterday read to the con-
vention In‘--r first anooal report. It was
beth an interesting and a valuable doe-
ument. 'The eloquence of the nble pre-
siling officer and the lofty sentiments
ghe =0 forcibly expressed, charmed all
who lward. In part, the repor is as fol-
it 16

® The Tennessean, Nashville, Tennessee, Friday, June 3, 1904, pg. 6.
' Chattanooga Daily Times, Chattanooga, Tennessee, Thursday, May 14, 1908, pg. 7.



Dec 30: Matthew Barrow Pilcher died in Nashville, TN at the age of sixty eight. He was
buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery.

U.D.C. HONOR MEMORY
OF CAPT. M. B. PILCHER

A meeting of the First Tennbgsee Regi-
ment Chapter, U. D. C., was held this
morning- at the |library of the Board of
Trade with the Second Vice-Presideat
Mrs. T. B. Neal, presiding. hmlunn‘
of sympathy were passed to Mrs. M B
Pilcher, State President, and her daugh--
ter, Mrs. Reau E. Folk, chapte? President,
on the death of Capt. M. B Plicher. a.
gallant Confederate soldier who was wide-
ly honored and beloved in Naahwille.

-

1909 Jan 6:

1910 Aug 26: . clally impressive.

7 Nashville Banner, Nashville, Tennessee, Wednesday, January 6, 1909, pg. 8.
8 The Tennessean, Nashville, Tennessee, Sunday, August 28, 1910, pg. 2.



Carr. Marraew Bagpow Pilicues

In 1850, before we dreamed of war, Capt. Mau B, Pilcher
was a member of Company B, Rock City Guonrds, Nashwilie
When the war came on he was made sergeant of the company
and mustered in the 150 Tennessee Tnfantry on May 1o, 1861,
After the regiment had reénlisted for the war at Shiloh,
Captain’ Pilcher was made goartermaster and in latér years
paymaster, Im the battle of Perryville, Ky, October 8 1802,
he, by permizsion of General Cheatham, was in the hottest
of the fight, and in the desperate charge of the regiment. which
lost some four hundred men, he was severely wounded, T
nursed him  for six
twice during the tme Dr, J. R
Bunst, our surgeon, said he coold
not recover. e waz exchinged
at City Pont o April, 1303
and when en route to the regi-
ment at Shelbyville, Tenn., the car
in which he was riding jumped the g
track near Briztol, killing and
woundimg a number of his com-
rades and breaking his arm.

While om parole in Lowmsville
waiting for exchange we were al
lowed to attend church, At the
Baptist Church i which Dir. Lorimer was then preaching Cap-
tain Pilcher was called on to teach the Bikle class, in which
there were a number of “bays in hluee”
captain’s uniform of geay. Whale in Lousville a yvoung Tady
gave ecach of ws 3 pocket edivion of the New Testament with
a sentiment written on ‘the v lead, but 1 lost mine, Captain
Pilcher kept his in the side pocket of his coat. He was at
the front again in the battle of Franklin, Tenn, when a ballet
struck the Testament, turned from hizs heart, and plowed
through his side, miving him a zevers wound which cavsed him
to be captured again, He was then kept in prisen at Camp
Chase until the war ended,

Whale in thiz prison Captain Pileher led the singing and
prayer service while REev, Willlam Stewart Hawkins preached
to the boys. T recall four members of the st Tennessee who
were not demorahzed by the war and whoe mamtained their
morality throughout the struggle—viz, M. B. Pilcher, J. B.
CrBryan, W. M. Foliard, and W, L. Danley.  They would not
eat rations they koew were stolen,

Afdter the war Captain Filcher was aetively engaged in has
ness; but he was never too busy to do the Master's work, and
I do not know a minister who did mece mizssionary work than
he. He was never toa proud to ge wle the sloms and help
lift up fallen humanity. Some months before he was stricken
with paralysis he wes sent for to minister at the funeral of
one of the unfortunates.  Chancellor Wigging wrole me from
Sewanee @ “We regret to hear of the death of Captain Pilcher.
We =zhall miss him. especially at Monteagle, where he did
such excellent worl,"

We shall miss him from our Bivouae, from our Reunions,
from the Church and missions, and from our fircsides,

months, and

FELC HER 18 60'%.

CAPT

while he was in the

The foregoing 15 from Marcus B Toner, who was perhapz
his closest personal [riend. Becawse aof Captain Pilcher's
profinence in the ways indicated, his wide acquaintance, and
the prominence of Mrs Pilcher as President of the Tennes-
gee Daughters of the Confederacy, there were many tributes
from various sections by perzons and Confederate organiza-

tions o his memory, There are three sons and a daaghter,
wife of Mr, Rean I Folk, Treasurer of Tennessee,

THREE STATE PRESIDENTS U I . BEREAVFEL.
To the United Daughters of the Confederacy: It is5 the
paminl duty of vour President too report o you that in oa

brief space of tme itheee of our State Dhivision Presidents have

been called 1o mowrn the foss of a life companion, and cach
now stands alone in the shadow of one of the greatest sor-
rows that can come to woman, The first to "pass ander the
rod” was Mrs, L. P, Lawrence, President of the Florida Di-
vision, and then Mrs, Bushrod W, Bell, of Seattle, the Presi-
dent of the recently formed Washington Diwision, and next
Mrs. M. B. Dilcher, President of the Tennesszee Ervision.

T these sad bereavements we tnourn with our dear widowed
iriends, and feel that their loss is alse ours i that these
deaths have taken from our midst not only their loved ones,
but valiant zoldiers of the Confederacy, our dear Veterans,
whose pazsing away is a great grici to us. It was my privi-
lege to have known one of these, Capt. M. B. Pilcher, and
Iearned the story of his pallant service to the Soothern
cause n his bovhaod and early manhood, and to witness the
great love shown for him by the children who Jeve assembled
at Monteagle from year to year, and the far-reaching and im-
mczzurable influcnce of the “twilight prayver” and song service

Phta Ty Dalvarl BroA,
CAFT, M. E, FIHLCHER,

which he dailv held with these little cnes who “canie unto™

him cach eventng to take part in this sweet commuion,
There is rest and peace for these faithiul soldicrs who hayve

“crodsed the river ;" but our loving sympathy goes out to the

widowed ones who will so zadly miss the loving cire and com--

pantonship of many vears of wedded happiness,
May strength to endure be theirs! and may they be sus-
taimed hy a hlessed faith! CorxeELta Brapcu STONE,

19
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' Confederate Veteran Magazine, 1909.
20 i i
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