
 

 

James K. Merrifield, Corporal, Co. C, 88​th​ IL Infantry, U.S. 

1844 August 20: Merrifield was born to John and Jane Widener Merrifield in Hyde 

Park, PA.  

1850 August 29: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Providence, Luzerne County, 

PA showed 6-year-old James living with his parents. His father, John, was a 

merchant. 

***At some point between 1850 and 1857 Merrifield's mother, Jane, died and his 

father remarried.*** 

1860 August 25: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Grand Bend, Susquehanna 

County, PA showed 15-year-old James living with his father, John, a physician 

and his step mother Charlotte. 

1862 August 8: Enlisted in the U.S. Army in Manlius, Bureau County, IL. He was just 

shy of 18 years old. He mustered into Co. D of the 88​th​ IL Infantry.  

1864 November 30: Fought at the Battle of Franklin.  

“Our regiment, the 88th Illinois Volunteer Infantry, was in the 1st 

Brigade (Opdyke’s), 2d Division (Wagner’s), 4th Corps (Stanley’s). Our brigade 

had been rear guard all day up to Franklin, and we lost some men in the 

skirmish line. As we arrived at Franklin we filed through the works, formed in 

line a short distance in the rear, stacked our guns, and were going to make 

coffee and eat. Our center was the pike between the cotton gin and the Carter 

house. The first thing to attract our attention was a cannon shot from a 

Confederate gun. The ball rolled down the pike through our command; then 

began the rattle of musketry. Our brigade was quickly called to arms. Ahead of 

us we could see the line broken between the Carter house and cotton gin. We at 

once moved forward, and after a desperate struggle recaptured the works and 

all the Confederates inside of them as prisoners. This was the first I ever saw of 

KF2018 

 



hand-to-and fighting. Bloody bayonets were frequently seen.Picks, shovels, 

pistols, and butts of guns were used on both sides to gain the mastery.  

Then commenced a series of charges by the Confederates, lasting until 

after nightfall. One act of bravery I shall never forget. The color bearer of 

General Featherstone’s headquarters flag rode a horse as close to the works as 

he could before the horse was killed, and then the bearer of hte flag ran to the 

top of the works and pitched forward (I supposed killed) inside, and as he fell I 

grabbed the flag. I ran out over the works about one hundred feet where I had 

noticed a flag go down. I picked up the flag, pulled it off the staff, and put it in 

my pocket. A fine-looking officer lying there covered with dead bodies asked me 

if I would remove them from his leg, as he was wounded in the knee. I got his leg 

free. Then he asked me for a drink out of my canteen. I leaned over and told him 

to drink. While he was drinking he asked me to unbuckle his sword belt, which I 

did. Just them I heard the wisp of a bullet, and, looking up, I saw another line 

about three hundred feet distant advancing. I turned and ran to our works, 

taking the belt and sword with me.  The sword was the property of Col. Hugh 

Garland. I have no doubt but that I was the last person to whom Colonel 

Garland ever spoke. I have often wondered if any of his relatives were living. If 

so, I wish I could see them. I was glad to be able to give him a drink of 

water.--James K. Merrifield   
1

1865 June 9: Mustered out of the US Army in Nashville, Tennessee. 

1870 June 27: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Great Bend, Susquehanna 

County, PA showed James’ wife Rhoda living with her parents. It is entirely 

possible he isn’t listed as he is a conductor on the railroad and gone.  

1875 April: The newspaper amusingly noted that “Tornado Jim sports a new hat.”  
2

“Tornado Jim” was a common and popular character in the society columns, at 

festivals, visiting friends or with just a friendly anecdote..etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Confederate Veteran, v. 16, pg 554 (accessed on googlebooks.com) 
2 The Weekly Caucasian, Lexington, MO, Saturday, 24 Apr 1875, pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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1876 
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1880 June 7: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Lexington, Lafayette County, 

Missouri showed James, a railroad conductor, and Rhoda living with their son. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 The Tribune, Scranton, PA, Saturday, 23 Dec 1876, pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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1896 April 3: ​The Winston County Journal​, Louisville, MS.  

 

April 9: Chillicothe Gazette, Chillicothe, OH. 

“​A medal of honor has been awarded James K. Merrifield, late corporal, 

company C, Eighty-eighth Illinois infantry, for gallantry in action at the battle of 

Franklin, Tenn., November 30, 1864. Mr. Merrifield captured two battle flags from the 

enemy and returned with them to the union lines.” 

1900 April 9: ​The Sedalia Democrat​, Sedalia, MO.  

“Thirty years ago yesterday Conductor James K. Merrifield, the veteran of the Missouri 

Pacific, ran his first train into Sedalia, the division at the time extending from Jefferson 

City to Holden​.” 

June 11: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in St. Louis, St Louis County, MO 

showed James, a railroad conductor, and Rhoda living as boarders with a 

Winkoop family.  

1908 June 17: ​Sedalia Weekly Democrat​, Sedalia, MO 

“His real name was James K. Merrifield and he hailed from the coziest little 

Eden in the state of New York—Hyde Park. He had no need to go railroading, but he 

took a fancy to the life, just as the writer once took a fancy for the sea, which he 

followed for many a happy year.  

He got the name Tornado Jim from no violence of temperament, for a more 

quiet, gentlemanly man never took up tickets in a car, albeit he had plenty of true 

course when it came in need. His train on Lexington Branch of the Missouri Pacific 

railway was completely blown from the track and wrecked in a fearful tornado a 

number of years ago, and since he has always been known as Tornado Jim.” 
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4 Mower County Transcript, Lansing, MN, Wednesday, 4 Aug 1909, pg. 5 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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1910 April 21: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in St. Louis, St. Louis County, MO 

showed James, a railroad conductor, living with his wife Rhoda.  

1916 September 7: James Merrifield died of a cerebral hemorrhage and was buried at 

Valhalla Cemetery.  

September 8: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, St. Louis, MO. 
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5 St. Louis Post-Dispatch, St. Louis, MO, Friday, 8 Sep 1916, pg. 16 (accessed newspapers.com) 
6 photo source waymarking.com/waymarks/WM8C3_Corporal_James_K_Merrifield_St_Louis_MO 
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September 9: ​The Beloit Daily Call, Beloit​, KS. 
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A short biographical sketch of James’ son Walter, filled with information about James’ life. 

     “Walter E. Merrifield, superintendent of the Illinois division of the St. Louis, Iron Mountain 

& Southern Railway Company. Mr. Merrifield was born at Great Bend, Pennsylvania, on the 

9​th​ of November, 1867, and he grew to manhood under the influence of a railroad atmosphere. 

His father Conductor James K. Merrifield, who runs a Missouri pacific passenger train 

between St. Louis and Kansas City, has spent forty-two years in the service, beginning at 

Scranton, Pennsylvania, soon after the close of the war coming to the Mississippi valley 

country. Conductor Merrifield was born in the old Keystone state of the Union in 1844, and at 

the outbreak of the Civil war he was in Illinois, where he enlisted as a soldier In the 

Eighty-eighth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, in La Salle county. He was with Sherman’s army 

that divided the Confederacy with its Atlanta campaign and then returned with Schofield in 

pursuit of General Hood and fought the battles of Franklin and Nashville, two of the 

momentous engagements of the war. Returning to his home in Pennsylvania after the close of 

hostilities, Mr. Merrifield, Sr., entered the field of railroad work, as already stated, and he was 

married at Great Bend, that state, to Miss Rhoda Crandall. He settled in the city of St. Louis, 

Missouri, many years ago, and as a Republican made the race in 1890 for railroad 
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commissioner as the nominee of his party. Missouri had not then turned its back upon the 

Democratic party and the whose ticket met defeat.”​   
8

 
9

Merrifield with his  captured flag 

8 Smith, George Washington, ​A History of Southern Illinois: A Narrative Account of Its Historical 

Progress, Its People, and Its Principal Interests, Volume 3  
9 Confederate Veteran, v. 16, pg 554 (accessed on googlebooks.com) 
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