
Edwin C. Prior, Captain, Co. H, 72nd
 IL Infantry U.S. 

1827 Prior was born in Newshoram, Newport County, RI. 

***Edwin C. Prior was an accomplished actor traveling and performing 

throughout the Northern theater circuit leading up to the Civil War.*** 

1859 August: Reviewed in the Buffalo Daily Republic “The character of Camille in the 

play by the that name, was excellently rendered by Miss St. Clair at the 

Metropolitan last evening, and Mr. E.C. Prior as Armand Duval, sustained his 

part in his usual good manner.”  
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October 15: The Buffalo Daily Republic, Buffalo, NY. 
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1 The Buffalo Daily Republic, BUffalo, NY, Friday, 19 Aug 1859, pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com) 
2 The Buffalo Daily Republic, Buffalo, NY, Wednesday, 5 Oct 1859, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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January 22:  New-York Tribune, New York City, NY. 
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1860 April 3: Cincinnati Daily Press, Cincinnati, OH. 
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November 5: Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL. 
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3 New-York Tribune, NYC, NY, Saturday, 22 Jan 1859, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com) 
4 Cincinnati Daily Press, Cincinnati, OH, Tuesday, 3 Apr 1860, pg.1 (accessed newspapers.com) 
5 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Monday, 5 Nov 1860, pg. 4 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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1862 The Chicago City Directory showed Prior as an actor at McVicker’s. He would 

have been quite familiar with fellow actors, Edwin and John Wilkes Booth. Edwin 

Booth was married to the daughter of the James Hubert McVicker, the theater 

owner.  
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McVicker’s Theater 

January : Appeared in several plays with John Wilkes Booth.  

 “During his combat scene with Edwin C. Prior’s Richmond, Booth broke the 

other player’s heavy state sword. The scene was so lifelike that the Tribune’s 

critic recorded in the huge notebook ostentatiously displayed in his lap that half 

the audience thought Booth actually intended to kill the other player.”   
7

6 photo source/wikipedia.com 
7 Alford, Terry, Fortune’s Fool: The Life of John Wilkes Booth, Oxford University Press, 2015 
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8 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Thursday, 30 Jan 1862, pg. 4 (accessed newspapers.com) 
9 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Thursday, 23 Jan 1862, pg. 4 (accessed newspapers.com) 
10 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Wednesday, 22 Jan 1862, pg. 4 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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June: Prior again appeared with Booth on state at the McVicker’s theater in 

Chicago.  

July 16:  Enlisted in the U.S. Army in Chicago, IL. His description was as follows. 

Age: 35, Height: 5’10, Hair: dark, Eyes: dark, Occupation: actor, Marital Status: 

married. 

Captain of his own company, Prior was responsible for recruiting soldiers. 
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11 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Saturday, 1 Feb 1862, pg. 4, (accessed newspapers.com) 
12 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Wednesday, 29 Jan 1862, pg. 4 (accessed ancestry.com) 
13 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Saturday, 19 Jul 1862, pg. 4 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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1863 December: Posted in Vicksburg, MS.  

1864 February 26: Wartime Journal of Frank L. Church mentioned Capt. Prior.  

“Left Milliken’s Bend about seven o’clock. We arrived in Vicksburg about nine. 

Tied up below the arsenal. Went on shore with the paymaster. Walked all over 

the city. Met a great many Chicago friends. Among the number were Jim Whital 

and Captain Prior. We looked through the caves which were very numerous. 

Picked up a grape shot as a memento. Got very tired and returned on board. 

Drilled the men in the manual. At 6p.m. went on shore again with the 

paymaster. Went to the theatre and saw Sharp and Holland from Cairo.”  

November 30:  Mortally wounded at the Battle of Franklin. “Capt. E.C. Prior was 

shot through the right breast before the regiment fell back, while leaning over 

the breastworks firing his revolver at the rebels crouching on the other side. He 

could not be removed.”  He died on December 18th in Franklin. He was removed 
15

from his battlefield grave in Franklin and reinterred at the Stones River National 

Cemetery.  

14 The Buffalo Commercial, Buffalo, NY, Monday, 21 Jul 1862, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com) 
15 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Friday, 23 Dec 1864, Pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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December 16: The Vicksburg Herald, Vicksburg, MS. 

16 U.S. National Cemetery Interment Control Forms, (accessed ancestry.com) 
17 photo source/findagrave.com/user/KGuy 
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18 The Vicksburg Herald, Vicksburg, MS, Friday, 16 Dec 1864, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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December: Soon after his death the Vicksburg Theatre held a benefit for Capt. 

E.C. Prior’s wife.  
19

1865 November 21: Harriet Prior applied for a widow’s military pension 

19 Vicksburg Herald, Vicksburg, MS, Tuesday, 20 Dec 1864, pg. 2 (accessed newsapers.com) 
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