Edwin C. Prior, Captain, Co. H, 72" IL Infantry U.S.

1827 Prior was born in Newshoram, Newport County, RI.

***Edwin C. Prior was an accomplished actor traveling and performing
throughout the Northern theater circuit leading up to the Civil War.***

1859 August: Reviewed in the Buffalo Daily Republic “The character of Camille in the
play by the that name, was excellently rendered by Miss St. Clair at the
Metropolitan last evening, and Mr. E.C. Prior as Armand Duval, sustained his
part in his usual good manner.”

October 15: The Buffalo Daily Republic, Buffalo, NY.

AMUSEMENTS.
METROPOLITAN THEATRE

MixigEr

—_———— ey = = =

8d night of the eminent American Tragedian,
MR. EDWIN BOOTH,
Who is engaged for Five Nights only;
. THIS EVENING, OCT. 5,
+ | The performance will commence with
I RICHELIEU,

Cardinal Richelien..___...___. Mr. Edwi
Count Baradas__._...._.______. r- = Jnglo::lhl
: Chevalier de Mauprat.._______ . .__. E C. Prior.
i De Barlnihen .................... Harry Jordsn.
g Julia de Mortemar....... . ___ . Annie Senter,
T v L R SN R Miss Hattie Stanley,
» Bl
i Comic Song by-__--.....--...-_-....-:.. -W. T. Melville.
To conclude with
1 Firess RASCAL THOMAS,
T s o 0%
' o e R R Mrs. H.J rdun
Apgelica............ b ke 4 Misa S, I‘.‘you.

55" CraNGE or PRIONS OF ADMISSION.—D
l'dmmlng a gentleman and lady, 76 ceuts, torr:::rﬂrgl.i'
. | tional iady, 25 cents; Dress Circle, gentleman's tickets, u;
cents; Private Boxes, $3; Family Cirele, 25 cents; Gal

tery, 25 cents,
§7‘Doou open at 7}{—to commence at 7% o
.“;ll:vs por:ol.—c:\: aOnmibm will lnw’&h: "l:‘ll;)::m
vening for Cold Rprings, after th
, | under the direction of Mr (.P N.S;'umr. < e,

Lyraw W . = = - = -

2

! The Buffalo Daily Republic, BUffalo, NY, Friday, 19 Aug 1859, pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com)
2 The Buffalo Daily Republic, Buffalo, NY, Wednesday, 5 Oct 1859, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com)
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January 22:

New-York Tribune, New York City, NY

-

noanva’agw;rgzrrnn o
. ar
by Pty Cimie, 3« ool EVENING,

Bole
Ciztle, 50 centa;

Maj. Mm.....ll.m L‘iﬂ.""'""u-’. Pouisi

Robert Emmet. . Mr. Prior | Maris .......Misa Alice G
"wsmwu'cauw il

1860 April 3: Cincinnati Daily Press, Cincinnati, OH.

AR AR L S oRE:

Bares rr quletulmld Manager; W, 8, Inwix, Treas-
urer ; C, T. 5sign, hl.um- llnnmr

THIS EVENING \pr!l 8, and ('\[‘? evening
during tho wee k, tho drumatic spectacle o
- THE LAST D\YH OF POMPEIL
Arbaces, Mr. Macauloy ; Lydon, My, Carter; Glau-
rm. Mr, Pryor; Ca ﬂuun. Mr. Barvett; A ichloa.
Mr. l]mg"full} 3 .\;ﬁdm‘l‘ \1{‘. All l-n i ur ?.‘}5 I»r-
unr yidin s Wyette: The Sage of Vesuvius
Mra. 'l.n\\:. iﬂn- Miss A, Graham, ;
DRUCE.. e M ins Jenny Hight.
Ta conclude with the drama, In three acts, of
FAUSTUS;
O, Tre DEMox or Tee DELT,
Mephist hUc e Demon of the Drachenfels, Mr,
W " op " }-“nm lm. l‘r l‘“ rior; : (,oum
o (‘Mouom. Mr. Allen; Muntullo. Mr. 'Merlon.
Enrico, Mr, Roberts; Luuul Orsinl Mr Barrett ;
ageer, Mr, Bernn revillo .. Henrl ;
Lucettu, Mrs, C llonrl Adine, Sllu C. Wyotto;
Itosolia, Miss A Graham. 4

November 5: Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL.

Amugements.

MeV’ICKE R’S THEATRE
Madison street, betweon State and

gﬁ: d% %%tmnu
ﬁda‘nrhdwﬂtch.l
: mmuxm'r OF THE
Accomplished Young Tragedienne,
Miss ANNETTA INCE.

On Monday, Novem! be presented
wd mb:'&'m%r of

THE HUHCKBAOK.
%m

To conclude ﬂlhtha’amof
SAMUEL IN SEARCH OF HIMSELF. 5

3 New-York Tribune, NYC, NY, Saturday, 22 Jan 1859, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com)

4 Cincinnati Daily Press, Cincinnati, OH, Tuesday, 3 Apr 1860, pg.1 (accessed newspapers.com)

® Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Monday, 5 Nov 1860, pg. 4 (accessed newspapers.com)
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1862 The Chicago City Directory showed Prior as an actor at McVicker’s. He would
have been quite familiar with fellow actors, Edwin and John Wilkes Booth. Edwin

Booth was married to the daughter of the James Hubert McVicker, the theater
owner.

McVicker’s Theater

January : Appeared in several plays with John Wilkes Booth.

“During his combat scene with Edwin C. Prior’s Richmond, Booth broke the
other player’s heavy state sword. The scene was so lifelike that the Tribune’s
critic recorded in the huge notebook ostentatiously displayed in his lap that half
the audience thought Booth actually intended to kill the other player.””

% photo source/wikipedia.com
7 Alford, Terry, Fortune’s Fool: The Life of John Wilkes Booth, Oxford University Press, 2015
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MgﬁECEER S TIIEATRE.

sdizon atroet, het earhorm.

Doorsopen at’ O'ﬂ%rék.e V':EE: ’I."f&e_‘}:“i’m” aLTH.
Last night but %0 of the talented yonng tragedis

JOHN WILKES BOOTH,
' Who will appear in bis Zreat charactar of
PESCARA,
| Which was received with EXTHUS] A&'!-Ic A
TLATUSE, and its repetltion cslled jor Sy 1ie anani.
mous acsire of the
I'BEESS A!l D PrBLIC.

BanAT EVENTTO, Tanuary 39¢h, w1 ba nresented
foﬁlfe ‘EI:G.;(I and'i:at time sﬁm areat play ol
THE APOSTATE.

P —nreess M. Bootlt, L3 - SRR | 3 Cra.-
u'i’ﬁ'é?,.......’.‘s‘:r.m“.{ ity T

G2AND DAXCE....... Arss Jexyie HIGHT.
To conclade with the Farce of
THE BLUE DEYILS,
BEZIIM 213 s e wvmsvismpevsnaryivybas ion paatirs BAINDTE
FBIDAY, BENEFIT OF MR. BOOTH.

| __Fridav, Bum-mchem \lr Booth. Satarday
Ricearp HI—Gloster Mr. Dool

= A New Beawaitlon “-:r‘.m:d}'.ts in Rehcarsal. 8

YTy e eTTe———

F'N[ ¢cVICKER'S THEATRE, Mmcxim's THEATRE,
mﬂmmh&&mx

Trit:‘mplunt success of Mm‘ and talented Tra-

J. WILKES BOOTH,

0 Laa been recelved with UNIVERSAL ..PI‘DDB\
'rmw b'r large -nd!enou. He will appear for THis
SI6NT ONLY a8 ROMEO,

THURSDAY l:\'mrme. Jan. 3d, wiil be prescnted
Shakspeaic’s Tragedy of

. . -....r. “

ROMEO AND JULIET.

Rom .Mr. Booth. llerc\ttlo eezss«MP. Prior.
| Jnlh.t ..... " Mizs J, Hoamer, | Peter. ...... Mr. McVicker.

GrAND Daxcr,...........MIss JexNiz Higar
To coneiude with the brilliant Farce of

LOVE AND HUNGER.

JOhN BaxCer.. ... cousiaasirisarsas AT Mr. Myers,
Fridsy~BENEFIT OF MR. BOOTH. ER‘.‘.‘.J
g# In 1o the ests for Mr. e A,
Bouth to sppear 58 H. the Managor wou'd siate To " _ !
that the piece is in pumlndwlllbeprmeutwl TOUR LIFE'S IN DANGER,

ﬁ; x-tl:mk ina n-:ger worthy oom-to; and eqt-l: al- apbe sot- !‘ . ?. m
eve Tesp “u-mm uction Mo .
} two years aee. with the accomplished J. E. Murdoch. .

B R e —— — o -

8 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Thursday, 30 Jan 1862, pg. 4 (accessed newspapers.com)
° Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Thursday, 23 Jan 1862, pg. 4 (accessed newspapers.com)
10 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Wednesday, 22 Jan 1862, pg. 4 (accessed newspapers.com)
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1\ cVICKER’S TIILATRL

Madison street, between State and Dearboru,
Doors open at 7 o'clock Curtaln rises at 7i§.

LAST APPEARAXCY, I‘t)qIT[\ ELY, of the vyoung
and talented tragedian, JOHN W thl-‘\ BOOTH,

umph, irmly eﬁt.ﬂﬂf-h..': r him with n Chicago andience
a3 s upiversal favorite. He wiii bid farewell to his

tien of Richard 11

SATURDAY EVENING, Febru ary 1st, will be pre
scnted Shakepenre’s Tragedy of
| RICHARD III.

Or, The Battle of Bosworth Field.
Duke of Gloster, afterwards Richard ITI, Mr, Booth

ham, Mr. Myers ; l.nrh Amo Mrz, Myere,
GRAND DanNcE......... Mres JExNIE HIGHT.
To conclude \\'ith(lu Farce of

20 MINUTES WITH A TIGER.

CRATIES DOBBWINE. .. coiiviinaisinsrshisannss Mr

The celebrated Actress and Authoress MATI I)\
HERON. is engaged and will shortly appear—prodnc
irg Per new and brilliant comedy THE BELLE OF Tu®
SEASON; or, FiNpING THE LEVEL, wnich will he pre.
sented with beautiful scene ry. ~p1t.tn 1id appointmenta,
nh. an excellent cast. An edtire new view of \LaL. AT
Falls. by J. W, Whrtal, with the mist seen rising from
ﬂn' trembling foan.

whose entire engagement has been a continued tri-

friends this evening—syppearing in his masterly delinea-

Richmond. Mr, P lfc‘r Queen, Miss Hosmer ; Bruchiur;‘

"

¢cVICEKER’S THEATRE,

Madison street. between Sutemd Y eAon,
Doora opea at7 o'clock. Custata ra 385 Th.

Lest nlzlit but three of the talented young ira, 32443

JOHN WILKES BOOTH,
OTHELLO FCR THIS SIGHT OKN&LT.

...-.._...p.

WEDKESDAT EVEVING, Jag, 23h, will be -

schled Skakspeatre’s Tragedy of

OTHELLO, The Moor of Venice.

HE LI oo isprameny s asdlios wabodesaath AMr. BOOTH.
230 ............. WM. Priow | Emciia,.. Mics J. Howmer.
CAE5T0, s onmn Mi. Myers, | Dexdainona, ,. Alrs, Myera.

GeAsD DASCE........Allss Jexs1e Hienr,
To conclode with tlie Farce nf

TWENRTY :MINUTES WITH A TIGER,

Cliarles BeesWIDG. cvuraeerriasanes diianrses T Mrars,
Ergcrar NoTicE—Mr. Booth will n;glpenr durmv thi
week in the fol'owing characters: Apns
TaTE—~Pescara Mr, Booth. Friday, MACBETT~ M Machesh
r.Booth. Saturdsy, RICHARD T—Gloster Mr. Bootin.

I&~ A New Sepsation Comedy I3 in Rekear3al. 12

June: Prior again appeared with Booth on state at the McVicker’s theater in

Chicago.

July 16: Enlisted in the U.S. Army in Chicago, IL. His description was as follows.
Age: 35, Height: 5’10, Hair: dark, Eyes: dark, Occupation: actor, Marital Status:

married.

Captain of his own company, Prior was responsible for recruiting soldiers.

BTl Vil

FinrsT COMPANY ron Cuicaco.—Mr. E. C.
Prior, lately the leading actor in McVicker's
Theatre, returned from Springfield yesterday
with suthority from Gov. Yates to enlist a
compsany for the war.
heedquarters at 167 State street, where re-
eiuits will be received and enrolled immedi-
gtely in the service. Mr. Prior is a gentleman
©of decition and enerey, who will make a first
rate officer, Fall in, and let the ranks be filled

without delay.

He has established his

13

11 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Saturday, 1 Feb 1862, pg. 4, (accessed newspapers.com)
12 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Wednesday, 29 Jan 1862, pg. 4 (accessed ancestry.com)
13 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Saturday, 19 Jul 1862, pg. 4 (accessed hewspapers.com)
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1863

1864

THRAMINILANRWE Y ATV

Ax Acror TurNED SoLpiEr.—E. C. Prior,
s well-known Clinago actor, is raising a com-
pany for the war 14

December: Posted in Vicksburg, MS.
February 26: Wartime Journal of Frank L. Church mentioned Capt. Prior.

“Left Milliken’s Bend about seven o’clock. We arrived in Vicksburg about nine.
Tied up below the arsenal. Went on shore with the paymaster. Walked all over
the city. Met a great many Chicago friends. Among the number were Jim Whital
and Captain Prior. We looked through the caves which were very numerous.
Picked up a grape shot as a memento. Got very tired and returned on board.
Drilled the men in the manual. At 6p.m. went on shore again with the
paymaster. Went to the theatre and saw Sharp and Holland from Cairo.”

November 30: Mortally wounded at the Battle of Franklin. “Capt. E.C. Prior was
shot through the right breast before the regiment fell back, while leaning over
the breastworks firing his revolver at the rebels crouching on the other side. He
could not be removed.” He died on December 18" in Franklin. He was removed
from his battlefield grave in Franklin and reinterred at the Stones River National
Cemetery.

4 The Buffalo Commercial, Buffalo, NY, Monday, 21 Jul 1862, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com)
15 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Friday, 23 Dec 1864, Pg. 3 (accessed hewspapers.com)
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WAR DEPARTMENT
. M. C. Form No. 14
Revised Oct. 6, 1928

Interment in the Stones kiver Temn National Cemetery

To—The Quartermaster General, Washington, D. C.

REGIMENT OR VESSEL

DIVISION, IF WGORLD WAR
COMPANY SOLDIER

Number State Arm

Prior Edwin C Capt 72 I11

DATE OF DEATH DATE OF INTERMENT GRAVE MARK REMARKS

Date of discharge and number of Pension Certificate, Disinterments, etc.

Day Year Month Day Year Section | Grave No.

16 ” 3133 Orig bur Franklin Tenn

1

Shipping point for headst:

Superintendent. 3
(See Instructions on Reverse Sigg}

Lo 8 8 068

December 16: The Vicksburg Herald, Vicksburg, MS.

6 U.S. National Cemetery Interment Control Forms, (accessed ancestry.com)
7 photo source/findagrave.com/user/KGuy
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VICKSRURG, MisS,,
FRIDAY, DECKMBER 16, 1804,

Capmlll‘ E- q' '-Pl‘lor.

We have to chronicle the untimely
death of Captain E. C..Prior, 72d regi-
ment Wlinois infantry, whu fell in the
battle at Franklin, Tenn., on the even-
ing of the 80th of November while
gallantly leading his company.

Captain Edwin C. Prior was born in
Woonsocket, Rhode Island, and is the
only child of his family. Ilis mother is
still living, at the advanced age of
ninety-three years. HDis father died
while the Captain was yet a mere boy.
Upon his mother's second marriage,
the Captain, at the early age of 14 years
went to sea, and in a few years arose
to command a vessel. During his life
at sea he was shipwrecked three times,
the last time all of his crew were lost
except himself and one other.  From
this accident he received lasting injuries
in his breast, which eaused him much
physical suffering while living, which
he bore with that christian like paticnee
distingnishing atrong-minded and reso-

lute men.

Upon his retuyn home from sea, his
mother prevailed upon him to join an
amateur theatrical society, of which he
was an active member for over two
years. [Ile then entered upon the stage,
and by his talent and firmness of char-
acter, he rose rapidly in his profession,
fle played upon many of the best thea-
trical boards in the country, and drew
forth the applause and admiration of
his countrymen. He was cngaged at
MeVickergs Theatre in Chieago, for two
years previous to his entering the army,
and met with unbounded suceess. e
has spent thirteen years of his life in

-, et st e e o ® M~ ™ d = B0l 2 L

— e - AR e~

the theatrical profession.

When the 72d regiment Illinois in-
fantry, the Second Board of Trade regi-
ment, was being made up in  Chicago,
he raised a company for that reigment
and was commissioned Captain, Tle
entered the United States service upon
truly patriotic motives, and served with
his regiment with distinguished ability,

Soon after the surrender of this city
he was placed upon duty in the provost
marshal's department. here, and re-
mained faithfully in - discharge of the
duties of his office until the departure
of his regiment for the front when he
was relieved and took command of his
company. DBy his courteous manner
and uprightness of character, he soon
won for himself a large circle of warm

friends, who will now mourn his loss.

The Captain- was & high mason,
Bright in the knowledge of Masonry,
he was an ardent admirer of and a
practical adherent to those Masonic
principles which so eminently character-
ize masons among men. No one who
applied to him in want or distress, was
ever turned away without relief.

Captain Prior fell as the patriot hero
loves to fall—in the thickest of the fight
doing battle for his country.

P.S. Since the above was put in
type we have received news that Cap-
tain Prior is not killed, but was severely
wounded and a prisoner.  'We hope
the account of his death is untrue, but

much regret to hear of his being a

wounded prisoner. We shall however
retract nothing of what we have said
of his life and character, for that much
we hnow to be true and merited.

8 The Vicksburg Herald, Vicksburg, MS, Friday, 16 Dec 1864, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com)
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December: Soon after his death the Vicksburg Theatre held a benefit for Capt.
E.C. Prior’s wife.

1865 November 21: Harriet Prior applied for a widow’s military pension

9 Vicksburg Herald, Vicksburg, MS, Tuesday, 20 Dec 1864, pg. 2 (accessed newsapers.com)
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