
Rev. Benjamin Franklin Doughty, Chaplin, Co. F & S, 8 MS Cavalry, US

1824 November 11: Born in Schodack Center, Rensselaer County, New York.

1849 August 8: Married Cordelia Grant, daughter of Rev. Loring Grant.

1855 June 29: The New York State Census enumerated in Steuben County, NY

showed Benjamin lived with his wife and two children. His occupation was

listed as Clergyman.

1860 July 14: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in St. Joseph County,

MI showed Benjamin lived with his wife and three children. His occupation was

listed as Clergyman.

1861 August 24: Enlisted into the 11th MI Cavalry, Co. S as a Major in White Pigeon,

MI.

September:

1

1862 October 13: Due to sickness, Doughty was transferred to the 8th MI Cav and he

served as Chaplain.

1863 November 3: While he was in the army, Doughty’s eight-year-old daughter, Jane,

died.

1 The American Citizen, Jackson, MI, Thurs, 19 Sep 1861, pg. 2 (accessed genealogybank.com)
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1864 November 30: Doughty was present during the Battle of Franklin. Six Division,

1st Brigade under Thomas J. Harrison.

1863 November 3: Benjamin’s daughter Jane died at the age of eight.

1865 April 29: Mustered out of the Cavalry-Resigned & Discharged Disability

1870 July 14: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in St. Joseph County,

MI showed Benjamin lived with his wife and three children. His occupation was

listed as Preacher. His father in law, Loring Grant lived with the family. He was

also a Preacher.

September 13: Loring Grant, Benjamin’s father in law, died at his residence.

2

1871 “Rev. B.F. Doughty, Presiding Elder of the Pentwater District, reported…”

3

1874 District church reports noted “There has been considerable sickness among the

ministers, and three of them–B.F. Spencer, B.F. Doughty, and J.S. Valentine–are

incapacitated for work by reason of failing health.”
4

1876 November: Doughty’s son Charles was killed in a train accident.

4 Detroit Tribune, Detroit, MI, Fri, 11 Sep 1874, pg. 1 (accessed genealogybank.com)
3 Detroit Tribune, Detroit, MI, Thurs, 21 Sep, 1871, pg. 5 (accessed genealogybank.com)

2 St. Joseph Saturday Herald, 09 Oct 1870, Sun, pg. 1
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6

1878 January 15: Benjamin was listed as an officer in the Royal Arch Masons.

7

1879 June 8: Benjamin died of chronic diarrhea in Sturgis, Michigan. He was buried in

Oak Lawn Cemetery in St. Joseph County, Michigan.

7 Detroit Free Press, Detroit, MI, Tue, 15 Jan 1878, pg. 1 (accessed newspapers.com)

6 Jackson Daily Citizen, Jackson, MI, Tue, 14 Nov 1876, pg. 2 (accessed genealogybank.com)
5 The Bedford Star, Bedford, IN, Sat, 18 Nov 1876, pg. 1 (accessed newspapers.com)
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8 Photo taken by Megan Gorsuch (accessed on findagrave.com)
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9 Methodist Episcopal Church. Michigan Conference. Annual Minutes of the Michigan Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. [MI: The Conference], pg. 43-45 (accessed hathitrust.org)

JP2023



JP2023


