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William Rhodes, Private, Co. G, 71 OH Infantry, US

1832 July 25: William James Rhodes was born in Randolph County, IN to Thomas and

Hannah Freeman Rhodes.

1841 His mother Hannah died when he was only nine-years-old.

1850 September 11: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in White River, Randolph County,

IN showed nineteen-year-old William, a farmer, living with his father and siblings. His

father was also a farmer.

1854 March 18: Rhodes’ father, Thomas, died.

1861 October 23: Married Christina Birely in Mercer County, OH.

1862 January 27: Enlisted in the U.S. Army and mustered into Co. G, 71st Ohio Volunteer

Infantry.

1 Photo courtesy of the Rhodes family.
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3 Holmes County Farmer, Millersburg, OH, Thursday, 28 Aug 1862, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com)
2 The Cadiz Sentinel, Cadiz, OH, Wednesday, 5 Feb 1862, pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com)
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1864 Rhodes re-enlisted as a veteran. All men who re-enlisted were guaranteed a thirty day

furlough home with their families.

5

November 30: Rhodes was in Wood’s division, Post’s brigade, which upon arrival in

Franklin, evacuated across the railroad bridge to Fort Granger. During the Battle Post’s

brigade, including the 71st Ohio was positioned along the riverbank below the town.

After the battle, Wood’s division was responsible for covering the U.S. Army’s retreat

from Franklin. When the U.S. Army was safely on the North side of the Harpeth River,

they fired the bridges and by 4AM on December 1st, they followed the army on the long

trek to Nashville.

5 Daily Ohio Statesman, Columbus, OH, Sunday, 28 Feb 1864, pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com)
4 Cleveland Daily Leader, Cleveland, OH, Monday 25 Aug 1862, pg. 1 (accessed newspapers.com)
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1865 May 22: Appointed Corporal.

November 30: Mustered out of the U.S. Army with his company.

1870 July 10: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Franklin, Montgomery County, IN

showed William, a farmer, living with his wife Christina and four young children.

1879 December 1: Rhodes applied for and received a military pension for his service during

the Civil War.

1880 June: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Butler Township, Mercer County, OH

showed W.J., a farmer, and Christina living with five children ages eight to seventeen.

1890 Rhodes was enumerated on the 1890 Veterans Schedule living in Liberty Township,

Mercer County, OH.

1892 William Rhodes died and was buried at Swamp College Cemetery in Mercer County, OH.

6

March 28: Christina applied for and was awarded a widow’s pension for her husband’s

service during the Civil War.

6 Rhodes, William, Swamp College Cemetery, Mercer County, OH (accessed findagrave.com)
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