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William Rhodes, Private, Co. G, 71 OH Infantry, US

July 25: William James Rhodes was born in Randolph County, IN to Thomas and
Hannah Freeman Rhodes.

His mother Hannah died when he was only nine-years-old.

September 11: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in White River, Randolph County,
IN showed nineteen-year-old William, a farmer, living with his father and siblings. His
father was also a farmer.

March 18: Rhodes’ father, Thomas, died.

October 23: Married Christina Birely in Mercer County, OH.

January 27: Enlisted in the U.S. Army and mustered into Co. G, 71st Ohio Volunteer
Infantry.

' Photo courtesy of the Rhodes family.
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Fight with Guervillas==Seventy
first Ohio Survenders: 1
Nastuvinee, Ang. 21.—Yesterday noon |

1
|
|
| |

Captian Atkinson, of the 50th Tudiana, 'y

‘with twenty men in a stockade at Edge- 47"

il Janction, was attack by one thous- |, ¢
tand guervillas, e repulsed them thiee |,
(times, Killing Morgan's Adjatatant and , *
tseven privates, and wounded eighteen ¢
others, and finally, after three hour fight- 4
ing, drove them off, | il
‘1 Col. Mason, of the 7T1<t Ohio, the same !
regiment denouuced by Gen. Sherman fo) d
"leowardice at the battle of Shiloah, with ~'
300 men and two cannon in strong en-
renchiments, at Clarksville, suerendered |
' withont resistence to the same number of
< guerrillas,  The guerrillas were aided by '
‘rebels who liad taken the oath of alle- !,
giance. 'a

.E A la'ge amount of United States prop- ¢,

| jerty was siezod, 1§

1 One hundred slodiers were eaptured by | o

I guertillas at Mounskow creek, near Edge-
field Junetion, and the bridge borned, |, -
| Gon. Nelson left Nashville for Louis- | i;‘-i

| view’ ol them on the Doara, )
[ e Gl
through the work as one who
Camp Tod, Troy, Miami Co., Ohio, is nearly ,.":uu u-m:uly.n-ww'n
‘ - M,
fall, numsbering sbout 800 1t is composed of |\ * | and continues in session about an hour. It
(g o e e =
) it doubtless i efficient y officers. -
| hold » position in point of excellence second |1 A those who ﬁulgwt-
N none of the many noble regiments our|, dm@mm.&m& . Kyle
*|State has furnished for the maintainence of|\ */stands pre-eminent, since his zeal, tact,
| on pestentay,at & etk B0, Tdroppod || | rompitem 2od ook o s oraciaaton aod
i |in at Indq'nrhu.'huo.(}d.l.l-ul hciu’ulmlh'loﬂﬂlm tion.
—arrived with a piece of chalk and that me- || I|  Attached to the regiment is an artillery
i -
'-E..“'-':::,:_M h":zll school |- | | company, :;shh is nearly full, numbering
|| officers in the various both oo |' 1| ™ **Reepeetially, &c.,  VERITAS.
' | pany and regimental, by sketching & “bird's- || | Tgov, 0., January, 1862.

-|shows the surrender the most disgraceful
¢ (and cowardly of the war,

Lieut. Col. Hiffern, of Indiana, has'a
been arrested for violating ovders, ih
Russervie, Iy, Aug. 21—All that is 'n
known here of the capture of Clarksville!
is that Col. Mason surrendered his whole | ¢
command to a guerrilla force under A. R.!J
Johnson, Woodward and Garth, \
The most reliable reports represent \
Mason’s foree at two hundred and ninety
and that of the rebels from four hundred t
to six hundred. Not a gun was fired. |t

|| Mason and his men weie paroled anda
cwent down the river, s

Fuarther information from Clasksville |

\

"I'he paroled prisoners were allowed to
carry ofl their horses and side arms. The s
surrender was made to aw inferior force s
of rebel cavalry. ll

¢lville this morning. 1!

Mason and Woodward made speeches i
complimentiug each other, !
S W S—— - |3

2 The Cadiz Sentinel, Cadiz, OH, Wednesday, 5 Feb 1862, pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com)
3 Holmes County Farmer, Millersburg, OH, Thursday, 28 Aug 1862, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com)
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,_..m bitter intelligence that Col-
le of the 71st Ohio Volun-

j his career of coward-
ice 3 wi.t.h his whole com-

to an lnfemr fom
&'umu command wuhnnlnut

- Jess condjtion of demoralization, but
Aea a1t They felt degraded by th
e i g :u;r .....Eué

ﬂ conduet nﬂ. is his
eustom, the Oz'lonel behaved EJ pol-

in “&miserabl
-mn--.-nithv e PTF Mason had Deen

et e o B R B

——— -
The Surrender of Clarksville. i
The surrender of Clarksville, Tenn., by

Colonel Rodney Mason, of the 71st Ohio, |
was o piece of unmitigated, disgraceful

aowardice. A dispatch to the Cincinnati
papers say, that further information shows |

_the surrender to be the most disgraceful and

g inan, he iced at the
hm‘ o~ r:jlo Cllrhvillo,tf

e e o e e e A

mudlyofthowu ‘Mason snd the rebel : ‘himself, ¢ stbject is Loo dis-
" leader Woodward made speeches compli- | ¥~ to dwell upon. . We advise Colonel
menting each other. The Cincinnati Com- to keep away from Ohio.

dHeardecamSEESOE

‘mercial says:

1864 Rhodes re-enlisted as a veteran. All men who re-enlisted were guaranteed a thirty day
furlough home with thelr famlhes

: ’I'nl'ﬂlﬂ' Omo.-'fho statement that this
regiment had left Cincinnati for the front is
an error. The 71st has been stationed at
Gallatin, Tenn., for a year past, where they
re-enlisted as veterans; leaving there Mon-
day evening, 22d inst., réached Cincinnati
Thursday morning, and left at once for
Troy, where they will receive their tur-
loughs. “ The regiment numbers about six
hundred men, all but fifty of w hnve
re-eulisted. They are officered as follo

H. K. mconnoll, Colonel; C. T. Rﬂey,
: ; Doctors Ifoagland and
Crane, Qurgoonl, J. H. Iart, lhjor“W
Nelson, Adjntlmt. {

November 30: Rhodes was in Wood’s division, Post’s brigade, which upon arrival in
Franklin, evacuated across the railroad bridge to Fort Granger. During the Battle Post’s
brigade, including the 71st Ohio was positioned along the riverbank below the town.
After the battle, Wood’s division was responsible for covering the U.S. Army’s retreat
from Franklin. When the U.S. Army was safely on the North side of the Harpeth River,
they fired the bridges and by 4AM on December 1st, they followed the army on the long
trek to Nashville.

4 Cleveland Daily Leader, Cleveland, OH, Monday 25 Aug 1862, pg. 1 (accessed newspapers.com)
5 Daily Ohio Statesman, Columbus, OH, Sunday, 28 Feb 1864, pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com)
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1865 May 22: Appointed Corporal.
November 30: Mustered out of the U.S. Army with his company.

1870 July 10: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Franklin, Montgomery County, IN
showed William, a farmer, living with his wife Christina and four young children.

1879 December 1: Rhodes applied for and received a military pension for his service during
the Civil War.

1880 June: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Butler Township, Mercer County, OH
showed W.J., a farmer, and Christina living with five children ages eight to seventeen.

1890 Rhodes was enumerated on the 1890 Veterans Schedule living in Liberty Township,
Mercer County, OH.

1892 William Rhodes died and was buried at Swamp College Cemetery in Mercer County, OH.

March 28: Christina applied for and was awarded a widow’s pension for her husband’s
service during the Civil War.

6 Rhodes, William, Swamp College Cemetery, Mercer County, OH (accessed findagrave.com)
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