
Felix H. Southall

1844 -1917

Enslaved at Carnton

1844 May 2: Felix H. McGavock was born to Fannie McGavock at Carnton.

Fannie was a slave owned by Sarah McGavock.

1846 Sarah McGavock wrote a will distributing all of her human property amongst her

four children and one grandchild.  “Fannie and her two children” were

bequeathed to Sarah’s daughter Mary Southall and her children Josephine and

Randal. Sarah’s will is quite different from her husband’s because it gives family

units.  “Old Suky, Joe, Henry, Fanny and her children, Joannah, Eliza and Alice,

they are all of one family.” Felix was Fanny’s oldest child, not mentioned by name

in the will. Felix used the surname Southall after this and for the rest of his life.

1

1 William Hicks Jackson Papers, Special Collections, Tennessee State Library and Archives, Nashville,
TN, Box 4, Folder 26
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1865 Felix Southall was listed in the Freedman’s Savings and Trust Co., Nashville as

having an account.

1869 Felix Southall was listed in the Fisk Catalog as being a student, his home location

was listed as “Franklin, Tenn.”

1876 Felix’s step-father, Oscar, gifted Felix land in Williamson County.

1885 Felix sold land he owned in Williamson County.

1889 Felix’s brothers Charlie and Hillard, also porters at the Maxwell House, were in a

fight at the hotel. Hillard tried to escape. He dressed as a woman and fled on the

train but was captured. Although there was a hearing, it was put off for another

day and then interestingly never tried in court.
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1892 Felix was hit by an elevator at the Maxwell House while he was sweeping out the

shaft!

3

3 Nashville Banner, Nashville, TN, Saturday, 23 Apr 1892, pg. 7 (accessed newspapers.com)
2 Nashville Banner, Nashville, TN, Friday, 23 Aug 1889, pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com)
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1894 Nashville City Directory

1900 June 5: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Nashville, Davidson, TN showed

Felix, a porter
5
, living with his sister Clara. Clara was a dress maker.

1901 December 26: Felix married Mary A. Williams, a talented artist, graduate of

Tennessee Central College. They were joined in marriage by her father, Rev.

A.N.C. Williams.

1902 November 18: Mary gave birth to son Felix Williams Southall.

1904 June 20: Son Felix died of infant cholera.

1905 June 5: Mary gave birth to son Fredrick Ostranda Southall.

1910 April 27: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Nashville, Davidson County, TN

showed Felix, a porter at the Maxwell House Hotel, living with Mary and their

son Fred, who was four-years-old.

5 Could possibly have been listed as a “painter.”
4 The Daily American, Nashville, TN, Sunday, 24 Apr 1892, pg. 6 (accessed newspapers.com)
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1914

6

1917 September 12: Felix Grundy Southall died. He was buried in Toussaint

L’Ouverture Cemetery in Franklnin.

6 Nashville Banner, Nashville, TN, Wednesday, 8 Apr 1914, pg. 14 (accessed newspapers.com)
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