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Madison Southall
1824-1879
Enslaved at Carnton

(abt)Madison was born in Franklin, Tennessee.

The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Williamson County, TN listed Randal
McGavock as head of household. The rest of the household members were listed
with slash marks in their category designated by age, gender and race. The
household consisted of seven free White people and nineteen enslaved Black
people. Only one male slave under the age of ten, fitting Madison’s age, was
listed.

The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Williamson County, TN listed Randal
McGavock as head of household. The rest of the household members were listed
with slash marks in their category designated by age, gender and race. The
household consisted of four free White people and twenty-one enslaved Black
people. Only one male slave between the age of ten and twenty-three, fitting
Madison’s age, was listed.

Randal McGavock died. Madison was listed as one of Randal’s twenty-two slaves
in the inventory of his Estate. All twenty-two of Randal McGavock’s slaves were
bequeathed to his wife Sarah Rodgers McGavock. “Madison, 19” was listed.
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Sarah McGavock , who had inherited all of her husband’s twenty-two slaves,
wrote a will distributing all of her human property amongst her four children and
one grandchild. Madison was bequeathed to Sarah’s daughter Mary Southall and
her children Josephine and Randal.

' Inventory of Randal McGavock, Williamson County Archives, Franklin, TN.
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1864 March 1: Madison enlisted in the U.S. Army. He was not serving a combat role,

1866

but that an “undercook” for Co. C, 58th IL Infantry. He enlisted in Canton, MS
and mustered into service in Alexandria, LA. His descriptive roll described him as

“36 yrs old, born in Franklin, TN, height 5’6, hair black, eyes black, complexion
black.”

June 25: Madison deserted the U.S. Army in Memphis, TN.

Madison Southall, a freedman, had to deal with the constantly changing
environment and escalating tensions and violence. In Memphis, where he lived
there was a terrible massacre and even if Madison wasn’t involved, it would have
been an event he was incredibly impacted by.

2 William Hicks Jackson Papers, Special Collections, Tennessee State Library and Archives, Nashville,
TN, Box 4, Folder 26
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1870 July: Madison was a delegate for his district for a “Radical” Republican
Convention held in Memphis.

3 1866 Memphis Massacre Historical Marker (hmdb.org)
4 Public Ledger, Memphis, Tn, Thursday, 21 Jul 1870, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com)

KF2023


https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=117114

August 6: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Memphis, Shelby, TN showed
Madison, a wood dealer, and his wife Rosa (35 yrs old) living with two children:
Sterling, 16, and Millie, 13. Neither Madison nor his wife could read or write.

1874 Memphis City Directory Listings:

&  cipal, 8 H Thompson.
E Southall, Madison, col, wood-hauler, r cor Quimby and Robeson.

= Southall, Wm, col, lab, r Hernando, nr cor Vance.

%= Southern Baptist Publication Society. J R Graves. president and gen- °
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1875 July 21: Daughter, Millie, died of purerperal fever.

1876 Memphis City Directory Listings:

g Bouthall Charles, col'd, lab, r ns Carolina, w of Tth, Ft P

Southall Madison, eol'd, wood dealer, r Quimby, sw cor Robeson
E Southall SBamuel, col'd, Pnrter C. Herzog & Bro., r 147 Causey
- §nut!aal! Re_ul_:m_n J.’, col'd, porter, r 22 Echols

1879 Memphis City Directory Listings:
Southall Charles, ¢, lab, r ns Coffee, e of 3d, Ft P
Southall Madison, e, lab, r Quimby, sw cor Robeson
Bouthall Richard J., dep clk Criminal Court, r county
Southall Samuel, ¢, porter C. Herzog & Bro., r 147 Causey
Boutherland Tohn O with Thv & Prandfit ¢ 200 Frant

October 18: Madison Southall died of Yellow Fever in Memphis, Tn.

RN b Jack Gilbert, age 20, 79 Front.
Twenty-three cases of yellow fever 9! P", Marrietta, age 22, Sccond and stock
have been added 1o the listaceording to| [ | Y5 - r ]
the board of health report since Saturday J ﬂffhl' ‘_mw’ age 4, h'x.”' nnd Walnut. fy
noon, making the total 1433, as follows: e o 0 ARG
G. W. McCormack, age 48, 85 Overten. Hagdalen Bundbery, age 6, 72 Win- |4

Mrs. Malongy, age 31, 32 Adams, chester.
Con Rawlings, age 87, 16 Washington James Stinette, age 11, 68 Third,
;\'m. Robinson, age 53, hospital. Qia(‘i:z: h:gu:}'li;ll.nag{;ii,d(lninby g ;
"rank Hall, age 52, hospita), | Rrrdmhs N !
Loulsa Bernarl, age 10, Dunlap. James King, age 3_4' Stewart avenue. g
Gieo. LaCroix, age 19, Second and stock H. ROM‘?O"’ age €5, 6 Goslee,

yard. John Paine, age 28, 100 Adams. 8
Lilly Anderson, age 17, 69 Jefferson, J.' h MoDaniel, age 81, 28 Porntotoc.
~—— Anderson, age 82, 69 Jefferson, Mlmh.}h .lllcrtun. age 4, 1.] Vanoe,
Jack Gilbert, aze 20, 79 Front. W. R. Smiih, age 18, hospital. .8

1880 The Mortality Schedule of the U.S. Census enumerated in Memphis, TN, listed

5 Southall, Madison, U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995 (accessed ancestry.com)
& Southall, Madison, U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995 (accessed ancestry.com)
" Southall, Madison, U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995 (accessed ancestry.com)
8 Public Ledger, Memphis, Tn, Monday, 13 Oct 1879, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com)
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Madison Southall had died the previous October. He was described as having
been “54 years old, Male, Black and being born in Tennessee.” His cause of death
was Yellow Fever. He was listed as a laborer and both of his parents had been
born in North Carolina. This is the first and only information given about
Madison’s parents.
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