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William S. Bracken, Sergeant, Co. B, 97 OH Infantry, US

1842 Born in Pennsylvania to Thomas and Maria Bracken.

1850 September 11: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Cecil Twshp., Washington

County, PA showed eight year old William living with his parents and siblings.

His father was listed as a sawyer.

1860 June 9: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Spencer Twshp., Guernsey

County, OH showed eighteen year old William living with his parents and

siblings. He, his older brother, John, and his father were all listed as “farm

laborers.”

1862 August 6: Bracken and his brother John enlisted in the U.S. Army. They were

1 Photo courtesy of Mark Weldon
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both mustered into Co. B, 97th OH Infantry.
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1863 January 10: Just five months after they joined the army John Bracken died of

Rubella in Nashville. He was being treated in U.S. Gen Hosp #14. U.S. Soldiers

that died in Nashville were buried in local cemeteries and later removed to the

Nashville National Cemetery.

2 The Zanesville Daily Courier, Zanesville, OH, Thursday, 14 Aug 1862, pg. 2(accessed newspapers.com)
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February 28: Appointed Corporal.

March 29: A comrade from the 97th wrote a letter home. It gives a good

understanding of the 97th’s activity and soldier morale.
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3 The Zanesville Daily Courier, Zanesville, OH, Thursday, 9 Apr 1863, pg. 2 (newspapers.com)
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1864 November 30: William Bracken was killed in action at the Battle of Franklin in

Lane’s brigade, Wagner’s division.
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