
George D. Wagner, General, Commanding Division, US 

 

1828 August: Wagner was born in Ross County, OH to John and Margaret Day  

Wagner.  

 

1832 (abt) The Wagner family migrated from Ohio to Indiana. John Wagner was a  

Farmer. 

 

1847 February 4: Married Frances Elizabeth Alexander in Warren County, IN. 

 

1850 October 2: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Medina, Warren County, IN  

showed George, a farmer, and Elizabeth living with their two young children and  

Elizabeth’s fifteen year old brother.  

 

1856 Elected to the Indiana House of Representatives. He was a Republican.  

 

After the 1854 Kansas Nebraska Acts and the ensuing chaos, Wagner traveled to  

Kansas with Thomas Johnson. When he returned he spoke at the Republican  

Ratification meeting on 20 Jun 1856. Wagner spoke passionately of his  

experience.  
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 Just a few days after the ratification meeting he was at another meeting. He helped to 

raise money to form the Emigrant’s Aid Association. The EAA subsidized Warren 

County citizens who would emigrate to Kansas. 
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1858 Elected to the Indiana State Senate. 
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1859 George Wagner and his aids were Grand Marshals at the 4th of July parade. 
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1860 July 30: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Medina, Warren County, IN  

showed George D., a farmer, and Frances E. living with their children 

 

1861 Wagner was president of the State Board of Agriculture of Indiana. 
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1862  
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June: Promoted to Brigadier General 

 

1863 February:  
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1864 November 30: General Wagner commanded a division of the U.S. Army at the  

Battle of Franklin. Following orders from his commanding officer, Wagner 

ordered his men to form a line on a slight rise on the Columbia Pke. Two of his 

brigades formed this advance line. When the Confederates attacked Wagner’s 

men suffered great casualties. 

 

1865 April 22: Wife, Frances Elizabeth, died in Warren County, IN. She was buried at  

Armstrong Chapel Cemetery. Upon her death she left five children, three of them 

being under the age of ten. 
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1866 January 20: Wagner’s father, John, died just a few months after his wife.  

 

1869 February 13: Wagner died of an accidental overdose at the Old Bates House in  

Indianapolis, IN. His youngest child was seven years old at the time. Wagner  

himself was thirty-nine years old. 
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