
 

Edward Cary Walthall, General, Commanding Division, CS 

 

1831 April 4: Born in Richmond, VA to Barrett and Sarah Walthall. 

 

“​He was educated at Holly Springs, Miss., studied law, was admitted to the  

bar in 1852 and practised at Coffeeville, Miss. In 1856 he was elected district  

attorney of the 10th judicial district of Mississippi, and he was re-elected in 

1859, but resigned in 1861 and entered the Confederate Army as a lieutenant in 

the 15th Mississippi infantry.” 

 

1855 May:  

1
 

1 Semi-Weekly Mississippian, Jackson, MS, Friday, 25 May 1855, pg. 4 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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August 16: Married Sophia A. Bridgers in Shelby County, TN.  

 

November 26: Walthall’s new wife Sophia died.  

2
 

 

1856  

3
 

1860 February 1: Married Mary L. Jones in Mecklenburg County, VA. 

4
 

September 13: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Yalobusha County, MS  

showed E.C., an attorney at law, lived with his wife Mary. They owned six slaves. 

 

1861 May 1: Enlisted in the C.S. Army as a Captain. He mustered into Co. H, 15th MS  

Infantry.  

2 Memphis Daily Eagle and Enquirer, Memphis, TN, Sunday 2 Dec 1855, pg.3 (accessed 
genealogybank.com) 
3 Semi-Weekly Mississippian, Jackson, MS, Friday , 13 Jun 1856, pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com) 
4 Vicksburg Whig, Vicksburg, MS, Wednesday, 22 Feb 1860, pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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1862  

“He was promoted to lieutenant-colonel, and commanded the regiment in the  

battle of Fishing Creek, or Mill Springs, KY, 19 Jan, 1862. Subsequently he  

became colonel of the 29th Mississippi regiment and he was promoted 

brigadier, 13 Dec., 1862, and major general, 6 June, 1864. His service was in the 

western army. At the battle of Mission Ridge, after the National forces had 

penetrated the Confederate lines,Gen. Walthall, under direction of Gen. 

Benjamin F. Cheatham, threw his brigade across the ridge and held the 

advancing troops in check until darkness enabled the Confederates to make 

their escape.” 

 

1864 November 30: Division commander at the Battle of Franklin. 

 

“​He commanded the rearguard of General John B. Hood’s army after that  

general’s disastrous defeat at Nashville, and protected them from capture by the 

pursuing forces of General George H. Thomas.” 

 

5 Vicksburg Whig, Vicksburg, MS, Wednesday, 24 Apr 1861, pg. 1, (accessed newspapers.com) 
6 The Weekly Mississippian, Jackson, MS, Wednesday, 21 Aug 1861, pg. 3 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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1868 Delegate at National Democratic convention. 

 

1870 August 26: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Yalobusha County, MS  

 E.C. a lawyer living with Mary. 

 

1871 January: ​ “Gen. Walthall resumed the practice of law at Grenada, Miss., which  

he continued until March, 1885.” 

 

1876 Delegate-at-large at National Democratic convention. 

 

1880 June 15: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Grenada, Grenada County, MS  

showed Edward C, a lawyer, and Mary living with their adopted eight-year-old  

daughter. 

 

Delegate-at-large at National Democratic convention. 

 

1884 Delegate-at-large at National Democratic convention. 

 

1885 March 12: ​“He was appointed to the U.S. senate as a Democrat to fill the  

vacancy caused by the resignation of Lucius Q. C. Lamar, took his seat on 12 

March, 1885, and was elected by the legislature in January, 1886,  for the 

unexpired term, without opposition. He was unanimously chosen for the term 

that will end in 1895.​”​7 
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7 Appletons’ Cyclopedia of American Biography, 1600-1889 (accessed ancestry..com) 
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1898 April21: Senator Edward Cary Walthall died. 
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8 The Summit County Beacon, Akron, OH, Wednesday. 18 Mar 1885, pg. 5 (accessed newspapers.com 
9 Carolina Mascot, Statesville, NC, Thursday 28 Apr 1898, pg. 1 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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