
Nim Wilkes

Enslaved by Jim Wilkes

Served Nathan Bedford Forrest

1834 September 25: Nim Wilkes was born a slave in Maury County, TN to Bin[Ben?] Wilkes

and Nannie Booker.

1850 October 30: U.S. Federal Census Slave schedule enumerated in District 7, Maury

County, TN did not give names of the enslaved. Information given was slave

owner’s name and the gender, race and age of slave. James. H. Wilkes was listed

as owning twenty-three people. There are several male slave that fit Nim’s age.

1862 Nim Wilkes was rented out to the Confederate Army by his owner Jim Wilkes along with

another slave Joe. In his own words Nim served under Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest

driving a wagon until the close of the war. His owner Jim Wilkes would have been paid

for his service.

Nim Wilkes Testimony:

“I was a member of Forrests headquarters, personal servant & waggoner for

General Forrest. General Forrest pressed me in with others in Columbia. I was in every

battle General Forrest fought on leaving Columbia until the surrender, generally

driving an ordinance wagon. Never was wounded.”

Witness Testimony Joe Wilkes, freedman:

“I was hired to Gen Forrest Quarter Master Maj. Serison [?] by my owner

Esquire Jim Wilkes and continued in service as such until close of the war and know of

my own personal knowledge Nim Wilkes employed at same time under same

conditions and served until the surrender in 1865.”

Witness Testimony R.V. Cagle, Confederate Soldier:

“I was a soldier in the Confederate Army, and met Nim Wilkes, colored, at

Corinth Miss, at which time he was with Forrest Brigade. I knew him from that time to

the surrender at Selma Ala, and he was still with Gen Forrest in the Confederate

service. I knew him bout two years in the service with Gen. Forrest.”
1

1864 April-August: Nim was hurt when a mule fell on his right ankle after Ft. Pillow. He was in

the hospital recuperating for six months after that.
2

November 30: Nim would have been present at the Battle of Franklin as a slave. His job

was as a waggoner for the cavalry.

2 Wilkes, Nim, ‘ditto’, Image 2629(accessed familysearch.org)
1 Wilkes, Nim, Tennessee Confederate Pension Application (accessed familysearch.org)
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1866 November 16: Nimrod Wilkes married Nancy Mayes in Maury County, TN.

1868 After the war, Nim and his family were targeted by the Ku Klux Klan.

3

1910 April 29: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in District 14, Lawrence County, TN

showed Nim as a farm laborer. He was a widower living on his own and renting a home.

He was listed as not being able to read and write. It was also noted that he was NOT a

veteran of the military.

1920 January 20: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Mount Pleasant, Maury County, TN

showed Nim,

1921 May 27: Nim applied for a Confederate Pension from the State of Tennessee. He was the

first body servant in the state to apply. The applications for servants must not have been

available yet, note the word “Soldier” crossed out and the “col” written above it. Nim was

approved for his pension.

3 Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL, Monday 14 Sep 1868, pg. 2 (accessed newspapers.com)
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1923 September 28: Nim Wilkes died.
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4 Wilkes, Nim, Tennessee, Death Records, 1908-1965 (accessed ancestry.com)
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