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William Allen Martin, Ensign, Co. G, 65th GA Infantry, CSA

1828 Oct 15: William Allen Martin was born to Constantine and Judith Martin in Henry
County, VA. He was their first born child.

1840 The US Federal Census enumerated in Henry County, VA listed William’s father,
Constantine, as the head of the household of eight people. William Allen Martin
would have been twelve years old and there is one male listed under ten to
fifteen years old.

1850 Aug 16: The US Federal Census enumerated in Henry County, VA listed
Constantine Martin as the head of the household. William Martin was listed at
twenty two years old and he was working as a farmer.

1853 Oct 6: William Martin married Clarissa Hicks in Henry County, VA.

1860 Jun 22: The US Federal Census enumerated in Floyd County, GA listed William A.
Martin as the head of the household. He was thirty two years old and employed as a
farmer with $1000 in his personal estate. He lived with his wife Clarissa, four children,
and an orphan.
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1862 May 6: Enlisted in the Confederate Army in Rome, GA. He was mustered into Smith’s
Legion, GA partisan rangers as a private.
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1863 Mar 15: After a reorganization, Smith’s Legion became part of the 65th GA Infantry.

Jul 3: William’s brother, Thomas Benton Martin, was wounded in the leg at the Battle of
Gettysburg. He served with the 24th VA Infantry and his injury would result in an
amputation in mid-August.

1864 March: Transferred to Co. G, 65th GA Infantry.

Apr 11: The captain in command of Co. G, 65th GA infantry nominated Pvt. Wm. A.
Martin for the rank of Ensign and the honor of carrying the colors for the regiment. It is
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interesting that the captain notes, “the color sergeant and sergeants of the line do not
desire the position, it is conferred upon him as a special mark of commendation.”
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Apr 28: Promoted to the rank of Ensign.
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Nov 7:
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Nov 30: The 65th GA Infantry fought at the Battle of Franklin. They were part of Gen.
Gist’s brigade in Gen. John Brown’s division. Gen. Gist led his brigade towards the
entrenched Federal lines and had to maneuver through a thicket of locust trees to the
southwest of the Carter House. Gen. Gist was mortally wounded and died that night.
Ensign William A. Martin was the color bearer for the 65th GA Infantry and he was killed
in action. He was buried on the battlefield.

1866 After the war, a reburial team came to Franklin and exhumed the dead that had been
buried across the battlefield. They reinterred over 1,400 men at Carnton. Ensign Martin
was reburied in the GA Section, grave 53.
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