
William D Coney, 2nd Lt., Co. K, 39th MS Infantry, CSA

1839 Apr 10: William Drew Coney was born to parents Jeremiah and Emily Coney in
Mississippi.

1850 Nov 21: The US Federal Census enumerated in Pike County, MS listed William
D. Coney in the household of his father, Jeremiah. Jeremiah Coney was listed as
a forty four year old farmer from Georgia with $2,000 in his personal estate.
William was eleven years old and one of nine children. The 1850 Slave schedule
recorded that William’s father owned fifteen people.

1860 Jun 21: The US Federal Census enumerated in Pike County, MS listed Wm
Coney at twenty one years old. He was employed as an overseer and was still in
the household of his father. His father, Jeremiah, was listed as a planter and it is
likely that William was overseeing his father’s slaves. The 1860 Slave schedule
recorded that Jeremiah Coney owned twenty nine people.

1861 May: William’s younger brother, Van C Coney, enlisted in the Confederate army
at Corinth, MS. He was mustered into the 16th MS Infantry.

1862 Mar 15: Enlisted in the Confederate Army at Magnolia, MS.

Apr 5: W D Coney was mustered into the 39th MS Infantry as a 2nd Lt.

Sep 17: William’s brother, Van, was wounded at the Battle of Antietam as part of
the 16th MS Infantry.

1863 Mar-Apr: W D Coney marked as absent from the ranks of the 39th MS Infantry.
Remarks: “Sick at Magnolia Hospital”

1864 Aug 8: Lt. W D Coney was wounded at the Battle of Utoy Creek. He was taken
south and admitted to Ocmulgee Hospital in Macon, GA. Disease: V.S. (Vulnus
Sclopetarium aka gunshot wound) thigh & penis. Right. Ball. Con. L. Ball. S.
Dressing.
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Aug 19: Appeared on a register of Floyd House and Ocmulgee hospitals, Macon,
GA. Disease: G.S. Wound right thigh.

Nov 30: The 39th MS Infantry fought at the Battle of Franklin as part of Gen.
Claudius Sears’ MS Brigade in Gen. Samuel French’s Division. They assaulted
the initial line of works and drove those men into the stronger second line of
works. That is where Sears’ Brigade and hundreds of other Confederates made
their last desperate push to the works. They fought tenaciously and sought cover
on the other side of the works but to no avail.

1 https://www.fold3.com/image/84629124

https://www.fold3.com/image/84629124


Dec 14: Lt. W D Coney appeared on a list of officers and men who reached the
works at Franklin. Gen. Sears created this list to acknowledge the bravery of
these men and titled the list, “Foremost among the forlorn hope.”

1865 May 4: William D Coney was discharged from the Confederate Army and sent
home from Citronelle, AL after the surrender of Gen. Dick Taylor’s Army.

1866 Nov 15: Married Ann Adrienne Simmons in Pike County, MS.

1870 Jul 22: The US Federal Census enumerated in Pike County, MS listed William D
Coney as a farmer with $3,000 in real estate and $800 in his personal estate. He
lived with his wife, Ann, and three children.

1880 Jun 15: The US Federal Census enumerated in Pike County, MS listed William D
Coney as a forty one year old farmer. He was living with his wife and five
children.

1882 Oct 27:
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2 Magnolia Gazette, Magnolia, MS, October 27, 1882.



1889 Sep 29:
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1890 Jan 4: An article appeared in the Magnolia Gazette that detailed the death of an
infant daughter of W D Coney and an older daughter around twenty years old.

1900 Jun 14-15: The US Federal Census enumerated in Pike County, MS listed W D
Coney as a sixty one year old farmer. He was living with his wife.

1902 Sep 12: William Drew Coney died at the age of sixty three years old. He was
buried in the Coney family cemetery in Madison County, MS.

3 Magnolia Gazette, Magnolia, MS, September 29, 1889.


