
TK2020 

Brig. Gen. William Felix Brantley, CSA 
 

 
 

1830 March 12: Brantley was born in Greene County, AL to parents William and 

Marinda Brantley. 

 

1850 November 20: The US Federal Census enumerated in Choctaw County, MS 

showed William Brantley lived with his family. He was twenty years old and listed 

as a student.  

 

1852 William Brantley started his practice as a lawyer in Webster County, MS. 

 

1860 August: The US Federal Census enumerated in Choctaw County, MS listed W F 

Brantley at twenty seven years old. He was the head of the household and lived 

with his wife Cornelia and their two children. He was listed as, “Lawyer & 

Farmer.” 

 

1861 January 9: Mississippi voted to secede from the United States of America. 

William F. Brantley represented Webster County, MS and he voted in favor of 

secession. The final vote was 83-15.  

 

May: Brantley was elected Captain of the, “Wigfall Rifles”, which became Co. D of 

the 15th MS Infantry. This regiment was later changed to the 29th MS Infantry. 

 

1862 April 6-7: Brantley fought at the Battle of Shiloh. He was a Captain in the 29th 

MS Infantry and was wounded in action. 

 

December 12: Promoted to Colonel in command of 29th MS Infantry 
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December 31: Brantley led his men at the Battle of Stones River near 

Murfreesboro, TN. He was wounded in action again, shot in the shoulder.  

 

1863 January 27: William Brantley’s wife, Cornelia, died. 

 

Sep 19-20: Brantley led his men at the Battle of Chickamauga. According to 

nps.gov, the 29th MS Infantry suffered fifty three percent casualties in this battle. 

 

1864 July 22: After Brantley’s brigade commander was mortally wounded at the Battle 

of Atlanta, Col. William Brantley took over brigade command. 

 

July 26: Promoted to Brigadier General. 

 

November 30: Brig. Gen. Brantley led his brigade, now in Maj. Gen. Edward 

Johnson’s Division, as part of a desperate night assault conducted on the western 

part of the battlefield. As they advanced in total darkness, the Federal troops 

behind earthworks began to notice torches approaching them. These were carried 

by men in Johnson’s Division to illuminate their way. In fact, Stephen Lee, their 

corps commander, wrote that as the Federal troops began to fire, it, “looked as if 

the division was moving into the very door of hell, lighted up with its sulphurous 

flames.” 

 

Brantley’s brigade suffered the highest percentage of casualties out of the four in 

Johnson’s Division. Brantley was the only brigade commander not wounded in 

the attack. Once this attack sputtered out due to blistering enfilade fire and total 

darkness, Gen. Hood called the attack off.  

 

December 15-16: Brantley fought at the Battle of Nashville and retreated back 

through Franklin and Middle TN with the remnants of Hood’s army.  

 

After Hood’s resignation, Brantley and his men were sent to NC to face off against 

Sherman and his forces. 

 

1865 April 26: Brantley surrendered with the Army of Tennessee. 

 

May 1: Paroled and headed home to MS. 

 

1867 After the war, William Felix Brantley remarried a lady named Julia Cunningham 

and continued his law practice. 
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1870 August 16: William’s brother, Arnold Jolly Brantley, was murdered in MS. 

 

November 2: William Felix Brantley was murdered as part of an ongoing feud 

between him, his brothers, and another family. As William Felix Brantley rode 

home on his cart, an assassin shot him with a shotgun from cover and 

disappeared. No one was ever charged for the crime. 
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1 The Clarion-Ledger, Jackson, MS, Thursday, Nov. 17, 1870, pg. 3. 
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William Felix Brantley was later buried in the New Greensboro Cemetery in Webster County, 

MS. 

 
2 The Weekly Democrat, Natchez, MS, Wednesday, Nov. 23, 1870, pg. 1. 
3 Ibid. 



TK2020 

 

4 

 
4 findagrave.com/user/NatalieMaynor 


