
William H. Martin, Private, Co. K, 8 TN Infantry, CS 

 

1839 Born to John and Mary Johnston Martin in Lincoln County, TN. William’s  

mother, Mary, died before 1847. 

 

1847 February 8: John, William’s father married Sarah Mellard in Lincoln, County, TN 

 

1850 October 5: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Lincoln County, TN  

showed eleven year old William lived with his father and step mother Sarah and 

siblings.  

 

1860 June 12: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Lincoln County, TN showed  

twenty-one year old (census showed age 18) William and siblings lived with their 

father and step mother. William was listed as a student in school.  

 

1861 May 18: Enlisted into Co K, 8 TN Infantry at Camp Harris in Estill Springs, TN.  
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1862 February 28: Elected 5 Sergeant  

 

March-April: Company Muster roll: Present.  

  

May-June: Company Muster Roll: Present, became a Private May 8. 

  

August-December: Company Muster Roll: Absent. 

  

October 11: Martin’s younger brother Benjamin enlisted into Capt. John C. 

Jackson’s Tennessee Cavalry (Brig. Gen. Forrest Escort) in Murfreesboro, TN. 

 

December 31: Wounded at the Battle of Murfreesboro at home on surgeon's  

 certificate. 

2 Fayetteville Observer, Fayetteville, TN, Thursday, 9 May 1861, pg. 2 (accessed on newspapers.com) 
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1863 January-February: Company Muster Roll: At home wounded on last pay day 

March-April: Company Muster Roll: Present. 

 

1864   January 9: Company Muster Roll: Present. 

  

November 30: Both William and his brother Benjamin fought at the Battle of  

Franklin. William was killed in action. He was buried on the battlefield and later 

disinterred and taken home to be buried in Lincoln County at Mount Moriah 

Cemetery with two of his comrades, George Street and Joe Stacy, who were also 

killed at the Battle of Franklin.  
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