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Lt. Col. Robert Haden Abercrombie, F&S, 45th AL Infantry, CSA 

 

1838 Sep 11: Robert Haden Abercrombie was born in Cross Keys, AL to parents Milo 

Bolling Abercrombie and Sarah Lee Haden Abercrombie. 

 

1850 Nov 4: The US Federal Census enumerated in Macon County, AL listed Robert H 

Abercrombie in the household of his father Milo. Robert was listed at thirteen 

years old and his father was listed as a farmer. 

 

1858 Sept 29: Robert was commissioned as Justice of the Peace for Macon County, AL. 
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1859 Mar 18: Elected Justice of the Peace for Macon County, AL. 

 

1860 Jan 9: Married Frances Gary in Macon County, AL. 

 

Jun 12: The US Federal Census enumerated in Macon County, AL listed R H 

Abercrombie living with wife Fannie. Robert was listed as twenty two years old 

and employed as an attorney at law. The 1860 Slave Schedule conducted the 

same day listed Robert Abercrombie as the owner of nineteen slaves. 

 

1862 May 1: Enlisted in the Confederate Army.  

 

May 14: Mustered into 45th AL Infantry at the rank of Captain commanding Co. 

H. 

 

1863 Mar 25: Promoted to Major of 45th AL Infantry. 

 

Oct 28: Promoted to Lt. Col. of 45th AL Infantry. 

 

1864 Nov 30: Lt. Col. Robert H. Abercrombie fought at the Battle of Franklin. He was 

in command of his regiment and they were in Gen. Mark Lowrey’s brigade of 

Gen. Patrick Cleburne’s Division. They attacked up the Columbia Pike, driving an 

advance line of Federal troops back toward the main Federal defensive works to 

the north. As they were beginning to break through and wreak havoc near the 

Carter cotton gin, victory seemed in their grasp but a strong counterattack 

eliminated any hope of that. Lt. Col. Abercrombie was wounded in action during 

this battle. 

 

1865 Jan 18: Lt. Col. Abercrombie was given a twenty five day furlough. 

 

After the disastrous Tennessee Campaign and the loss of so many General and 

Staff officers, Alabama regiments including the 45th AL were consolidated to 

form the 1st Alabama Infantry and Robert Abercrombie was promoted to Colonel 

to command this conglomerate. 

 

May 1: Col. Robert Abercrombie surrendered with the worn down Army of 

Tennessee in Greensboro, NC and was paroled. 

 

1870 Jun 23: The US Federal Census enumerated in Macon County, AL showed R H 

Abercrombie as the head of the household. He had his wife and three children 

living with him and Robert was employed as a lawyer. His wife’s sixty year old 

mother was listed as living with them too. 
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1880 Jun 17: The US Federal Census enumerated in Macon County, AL listed Robert H 

Abercrombie as the head of the household. He was employed as a lawyer and his 

wife, two daughters, and his mother in law all lived with him.  

 

1891 Jun 8: Robert Abercrombie was accidentally killed by his son-in-law, Dr. D.H. 

Baker. The family had been having issues with chickens being stolen and while 

watching out for the culprits, D.H. Baker heard a noise and shot towards it. 

Robert Abercrombie was hit and died shortly after. He was buried in the 

Tuskegee City Cemetery in Tuskegee, AL. 
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2 The Weekly Advertiser, Montgomery, Alabama, Thursday, June 11, 1891, pg. 2. 
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