
JP2020 
 
 

Jared Wheeler Richards, Captain, Co. D, 42 IL Infantry, U.S. 

1835 September 13: Born in Lysander, Onondaga Co, NY to Samuel and Sarah Corkins  

Richards.  

1839 His mother Sarah died when he was four years old.  

1850 October 31: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Tippecanoe County, IN showed 

Jared living with father, step-mother, Mariah, and siblings. His father was a farmer. 

1860 June 29: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Kankakee County, IL showed Jared, a 

farmer, living with W. C Richards and his family.  Also living in the household was a 

young school teacher named Lydia Platt, who became his wife.  

1861 July 22: Enlisted at Camp Douglas, IL. He mustered in as 2nd Lieutenant. 

 Promoted to 1st Lieutenant. 

1862 Promoted to Captain. 

1864 March 15: Married Lydia Platt. 

November 30: Wounded at the Battle of Franklin, TN. He was shot in thigh. 

1865 February 20: Mustered out of the U.S. Army at Huntsville, AL. 

1870 June 13: taken in Kankakee County, IL showed Jared, a farmer, living with wife Lydia 

and Alfred and Alice Whitmill and their one-year-old son Charlie. 

1880 June 8: The U.S. Federal Census enumerated in Kankakee County, IL showed Jared, a 

farmer, living with wife. 

1885  July 16: Died in Kankakee County, IL. He was buried in Momence Cemetery. 
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2 The Paxton Record, Paxton, IL, Thursday, 23 Jul 1885, pg. 1 (accessed newspapers.com) 
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