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John Vinzant, Sergeant, Co. A, 1st FL Cavalry, CSA

Mar 29: John Vinzant was born in Tattnall, Georgia to parents John and Nancy Vinzant.

Nov 26: The US Federal Census enumerated in Columbia County, FL listed John
Vinzant at ten years old. He lived in the household of his father along with his mother
and six siblings. His father was listed as a farmer with $125 in real estate.

Jun 19: The US Federal Census enumerated in Columbia County, FL listed John Vinzant
at nineteen years old. He lived in the household of his father along with his mother and
nine siblings. John Vinzant was listed as a farm laborer. His father had real estate worth
$2,000 and his personal estate was worth $963.

Oct 3: Enlisted in the Confederate service at Lake City, FL for a period of twelve months.
Oct 12: John Vinzant was mustered into Co. A, 1st FL Infantry as a private.
Oct 12: Appointed 4th Corporal, Co. A, 1st FL Cavalry.

Feb 4: Cpl. Vinzant was sent to Strawberry Plains, TN on detached service.
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Feb 14: 1st FL cavalry dismounted.
Jul 27: Promoted to 3rd Corporal, Co. A, 1st FL Cavalry.
Sep 13: Sent to hospital.

Jan 1-Feb 29: Appeared on a muster roll as present in the ranks of the 1st FL Cavalry.
John Vinzant appeared as 3rd Sergeant on this company muster roll.

Nov 30: Sgt. Vinzant fought at the Battle of Franklin as part of Co. A, 1st FI Cavalry
(Dismounted). They were part of Col. Robert Bullock’s brigade of Florida troops also
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known as Finley’s Brigade. This brigade was part of Gen. William Bate’s Division and
they attacked on the western side of the battlefield. Sgt. Vinzant survived the combat at
the Battle of Franklin.

Dec 4: Sgt. John Vinzant was wounded and captured at Murfreesboro, TN. After the
failed attack at Franklin, Gen. Hood sent Gen. Bate’s division and most of Gen. Forrest’s
cavalry southeast to Murfreesboro to besiege and potentially take control of the
enormous Fortress Rosecrans that had been built there.

Jan 4: Admitted to Div. No. 1, USA Hospital in Murfreesboro, TN. Diagnosis: amputation
rt. Thigh upper third & fl. Wd. left thigh.

Feb 15: Transferred to Nashville, TN as a prisoner of war.
May 1-5: Sent north to Louisville, KY as a prisoner of war.
May 6: Received at military prison in Louisville, KY.

Jun 16: Released from Federal custody in Louisville, KY upon taking the oath of
allegiance to the United States government.

Jun 21: Admitted to Branch A, Post Hospital in Louisville, KY.

Jul 15: Discharged from hospital in Louisville, KY. Remarks: Paroled Confederate
Prisoner

John Vinzant married Martha Alice "Mattie" Futch Vinzant.
Jun: The US Federal Census enumerated in Columbia County, FL listed John Vinzant as
a forty year old county clerk. He was married and lived with his wife, Mattie, and two

daughters.

Jun: The Florida State Census enumerated in Volusia, FL listed John Vinzant, his wife,
and three daughters.

Jan 19:



THE COURT HOGSE.
This important building in which the offi-
ciala of the county of Columbia have theiwr
headquarters is located in the center of the
square, as it is called. The bui.lding is a two-
story, wooden structure. Colonel John Vin-
zant, the clerkk of the court, is & gonfederats
veteran, who lost his right leg at the battle of
durphreesbory, Tenn. e was in General
Finley's brigmfe, and is now filty years of-age.
In appearance he bears a striking resemblance
to Colopel H. C. Hamilton, ex-clerk of the
United States conrt at Atlanta. Colomel Vin-
zant has held his present office for thirteen
: wears, and is liable to Temain there as long as
he wants to. .
5 Judge W?s‘i&igngotgn M.b'.:::s iz t!:g' connty
ndge, also judge o , or ordinary, as
the o&h:e is sometimegrcaﬂed. He, like Col-
onel Vinzant, is a confederate veteran. Both
went into office the same year, and_since then
have occepied adjoining offices. These gen-
tlemen messed together during the war, and
even now divide with each other anything
that theyget. If Judge Ives cuts an apple or
an orange, Colonel Vinzantis sare to get half,
and vice versa. i

1900 Jun 26: The US Federal Census enumerated in Columbia County, FL listed John Vinzant
at sixty years old. He lived with his wife, three daughters, and two boarders.

1907 Apr 23: John Vinzant died. He was buried in the Philippi Baptist Church Cemetery in
Mikesville, FL.
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clerk of the Coelumbia County, Fla.,

circnit court, is a native of Tatnall
County, Ga., and was born March 29,
1840. His family have been Georgians
for several generations. His father, John
Vinzant, Sr., moved to Florida when emi-
gration first began to that State, and has
lived there since, rearing a large family of
children, and successfully farming in Co-
lambia County. About the first important
step Mr. Vinzant took in life was to en-
list in the Confederate army.: le was
twenty years of age on the bresking out

@UHN VINZANT, Jx., the efficient

of the war, and, like most young men of |

the times, was eager for the fray. 1le
enlisted in company A, First Florida cav-
alry, begau fighting about the time he grot
into the saddle, and fought through Flor-
ide, Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky, Vir-
ginia, West Virginia and the Carolinas.
He was in all the battles that Gen. Kirby
Smith fought in his Tennessee and Ken-
tucky campaigns, and, except the battle of

Missionary Ridge, was in all Gens. Johns-
ton and Hood fonght up to Murfreesboro,
Tenn. There he had his right leg shot
off, December 4, 1864; was then trans-
ferred to Lonisville, Ky., and remained
there until his discharge in the June fol.
lowing. He entered as a private and cumne
out with the rank of third acting orderly
sergeant. He returned to Florida in the
summer of 1865, on erntches, and clerked
for awhile in a store in Ellisville, Colurm-
bia County, then taught school, and was
appeinted clerk of the circnit court by Gov.
Drew in January, 1877, which office he
has since held, giving good satisfaction by
the systematic, business-like way he has
adininietered the duties of his office, and
bis uniform courtesy to all with whom
he has dealings. January 29, 1874, he
married Miss Mattie A., danghter of D.
J. Futeh, of Sumter County, Fla., and has
three bright little girls, who afford the
chief pleasures of his life.
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